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HST Extinguishment Act a valid
matter for Province to deal with

From FightHST.ca

AUG. 20, 2010: Vancouver - BC Supreme Court Chief Justice, Rabert
Bauman, ruled today that the Initiative petition to end the HST in
Eritish Columbia is a valid matter for the legislature, and gave the
go ahead to the Chief Electoral Officer to hand over the petition and
draft Bill, The HST Extinguishment Act, to the legislative Standing

Committee.

Initiative proponent, Fight HST leader and former Premier, Bill
Vander Zalm, said lawyers for the business lobby tried to argue
that the HST Extinguishment Act was beyond provincial authaority.
They said the HST was an exclusively federal tax that could not
be extinguished by the BC government once implemented.
Justice Bauman's decision has essentially nullified that argument
by allowing the legislature to undo the HST by whatever means is

necessary.

Vander Zalm explained, The HST Extinguishment Act's purpose is
to get rid of the HST by terminating the CITC Agreement that gave
rise to it. We have said all along that may invelve negotiations or
discussions with the federal government to give effect to our

intentions. Now all of that can happen.

Read in full online: hitp:/itinyurl.com/HSTbauman

SUBSCRIPTION INFO - P.58 dialogue@dialogue.ca
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A Word from the publisher and editor...

The reason thisissue isamost amonth late is due to the
manifestation of an acute “lost cause” situation and its
attendant miracles... For severa weeks, we were
wholly engaged in helping to rescue afamily member
who was facing a persond crisis—in what often
appeared, to observers, asa“lost cause”. Nevertheess,
miracles dways arrived when needed and helped us all
to successfully carry out our respectiverolesin the
healing process (which is ongoing).

On the positive side, the unavoidable delay has meant that many articles are
included that would normaly have arrived too late! On the down side, the grow-
ing mound of correspondence on the editor’ s desk also meant that some things
have been missed that should have been in thisissue. Please accept our apologies
if your letter isnot included — or if you were stressed by the delay of thisissue.
This edition features many atopic that might be considered by someto bea
“lost cause’ — especidly as so many of the interests of ordinary people are be-
ing swept away by the seemingly unstoppable swell of mega-corporate inter-
ests. Indeed, at timesit seemed as though this edition was, itself, in danger of
becoming a“lost cause!l” But miracles do happen —all around us every day. It's
just that we are usualy too busy to notice and appreciate them.

Isit our own apathy — or uncertainty or fear or mis-perception? —that compels
us to proclaim somebody else's cause to be “lost” ? Consider the beautiful and
fragile Monarch Butterfly that sets out in early fall on a 3000-mile migration
from Canadato Mexico, even though it has never flown the route itself be-
fore... “When they arrive, they settle on thefir trees, to hibernate. In March,
they mate and start flying back to us. Three or four generations are hatched
along the way and their descendants arrive back herein late May and June,”*
laying their eggs on Milkweed plants. Fortunately nobody ever tells them that
their enduring feat isimpaossible or doomed! [* Y ou can read more about the
amazing Monarch at: www.nativeorchid.org/dorisMandM.htm ]

And what do we make of the paradox that it often seemswe haveto "sur
render” in order to succeed? The creative process often demands that we
abandon the urgent struggle so that the next stage can emerge... Living or-
ganisms “transform” themselves everyday, as part of their ‘nature.’ Isit so
far fetched to think that we humans may also have it in our nature to trans-
form ourselves... from voracious, controlling creatures into — not delicate,
nectar-sipping beings — but perhaps wide-awake, loving & brave humans...?
There are many articles pointing the way to new ways of seeing, thinking, being
and doing... Charles Eisengtein’s* Sacred Economics’ (P.13), Richard Moore' s
Reflections (P.16), adiscussion, initiated by Gerry Masuda, regarding alternatives
to the palitical party status quo in Canada (P.20)... and Personocratia (P.40).
Exposésinclude the Veterans scandal (P.5), the saga of lawlessnessin Canada' s
wild west (P.33), and the International Tribunal into Church Terror (P.54).

Just areminder that Dialog ue isan independent, volunteer-produced, not-for-
profit publication and has ways relied on the donations of its readers to sur-
vive. If you arein aposition to help at thistime, your donation isvery greatly
appreciated. Renewals have been very dow lately! Without your support and
your voices, there would be no dialog ue! Thank you.

THaarice, volunteer publisher _Jaunet volunteer editor/layout

...and Penny, of course!

' Maurice, Janet and Penny

dialogueis..

...an independent, volunteer-
produced, not-for-profit Canadian
magazine, written and supported
by its readers - empowering their
voices and the sharing of ideas.

dialogue, for over 23 years,
has been providing a forum for
the exchange of ideas and an
antidote to political correctness.
We encourage readers to share
with others — including our
politicians — the ideas and issues
gleaned from these pages.

If this is your first issue, please
let us know what you think of it.
If you would like to share your
ideas and become a writer in

dialogue magazine
Consider this your personal
invitation to participate!
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From Near and Far
Harper finally admits he wants to give away Canada

From: Jeremy Arney, Saanichton BC

To: Editors of 246 Cdn. newspapers/media outlets.
Please tell me where isthe newsthat should supersede any-
thing and | mean ‘anything’ in Canada right now.

Our prime Minigter, with amere 37.65% of the people who
voted behind him, isfully intending to give away Canadian
Sovereignty infavour of afew trade dedsand afew dollars.
He hasfindly comeright out and said what alot of ushave
been thinking he has wanted since he became prime minigter.
LINK: www.youtube.com/watch?v=McWAnNMWoSyY

PM Stephen Harper "I know some people dont likeit. Itis
aloss of nationa sovereignty, but it isasimple redity.”

For aPrime Minister who refused to acknowledge in the
election of 2008 that there was afinancia problem in Can-
ada to one whom now, lessthan two years later, sayswe
have to surrender our sovereignty to survive financially.

Thisis TREASON from aman who does not have the back-
ing of the majority of Canadians, who has not asked Cana-
diansfor this mandate, who has not conferred with parlia-
ment, who is simply taking the country where HE wants the
country to go - into the world-government mode.

Did you even know this? If you did why have you hidden it
from Canadians - your readers or watchers or listeners, who
rely on you for thiskind of information?

| acknowledge that | do not read all these publications, and
some of you may have mentioned this development, and if
you have, great but why isit gtill hidden news? Why have
the rest of you not picked up on it and simply shouted or
rather screamed thisto Canadians.

Y our prime minister iswilling and wants to give away
Canada and Canadian sovereignty. Do you not care? | do.

Reference to Conrad Black re
the Avro Arrow and Bill C-232

Ernest Semple, Dollard-des-Ormeaux QC

Thanksto Kim Lian for circulating Conrad Black's blunt
article, “Canadais great, but needs grest projects,” in the
National Post, July 10, 2010.

| agree with almost every statement except blaming
Diefenbaker for the demise of the Avro Arrow. And |
worked on three missile weapon systemsfor it, Canadian
Velvet Glove, American Sparrow |1, and the Hughes Gar 3
Radar version. The air frame and engine were super. The
air force's egotigtically stupid self-administration of the
project was terminally flawed. The project was killed by
Liberal C.D. Howe's negative prognostications, and later by
five venal ministersin Dief's government, mainly Donad
Fleming the flip-flop Finance Minister, an Air Force Mar-
shall, and premature announcements by atop civil servant
that alerted US companiesto comein for the kill.

Link to referenced National Post article:
http://tinyurl.com/NPblackAvro

[EXTRACT] Conrad Black on Bill C-232: “The pending leg-
idation (Bill C-232) to require that all Supreme Court jus-
tices be bilingua (French-English) is cut from the same
shabby clath. | have been a bilingualism supporter in Can-
adaall of my adult life, am an alumnus of English-and
French-language universities, and would meet any reason-
abletest of proficiency in both officia languages. But only
40% of French Canadians and about 10% of English-
speaking Canadians (assigning everyone to one or the other
group), or about 19% of the whole population, would be
even preliminarily eligible for the position of Supreme
Court Jugtice. Thisisvery unjust, and is completely unac-
ceptable palicy to presumably, over 80% of Canadians,
who areruled out at an early age.” &
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Conrad Black, scapegoat

Robert E. S. Morgan, Arundel QC

Conrad Black has been used a scapegoat by the capitalist
establishment by whose rules he played, too successfully.
Like Cecil Rhodes, he lived by the belief " A British subject
| was born, aBritish subject | will die."

May | point out that my first Canadian passport stated "A
Canadian citizen isa British subject.” In spite of the 1931
conference designed to have the British Empire evolve to
become the British Commonwealth of Nations under which
Canada was recognized as an independent Dominion.

Opportunistic politicians found it to their political advan-
tage to continue to beat narrow nationalist drums, whichis
why aloya Canadian and British subject was obliged to
renounce his Canadian citizenship in order to fulfill his
vow of allegiance to our symbolic collectivity, the Queen.
Conrad Black and hiswife deserve better. &

Some Big Lies of Science

From Richard Moore (recommended by Viviane Lerner)
Dr. Denis G. Rancourt, Global Research, June 10, 2010
“[T]he mgjority of politicians, on the evidence available to
us, are interested not in truth but in power and in the main-
tenance of that power. To maintain that power it is essential
that people remain in ignorance, that they live in ignorance
of thetruth, even the truth of their own lives. What sur-
rounds ustherefore isavast tapestry of lies, upon which we
feed.”—Harold Pinter, Nobel Lecture (Literature), 2005
The maintenance of the hierarchical structuresthat control
our lives depends on Pinter’ s “vast tapestry of lies upon
which wefeed.” Therefore, the main ingtitutions that em-
bed usinto the hierarchy, such as schools, universities, and

meass media and entertainment corporations, have a primary
EXTRACT CONCLUDES NEXT PAGE, BOTTOM LEFT =
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From Near and Far
Veterans wanted dead, not alive, ombudsman charges

Allan Woods Ottawa Bureau, www.TheStar.com
Aug. 18, 2010 — OTTAWA: Col. Pat Stogran, aretired in-
fantry officer, has spent the last three years advocating bet-
ter treatment for Canada’ s wounded veterans.

But the federal ombudsman only realized the enormity of
the battle he was fighting after arecent conversation with a
civil servant who watches over the government’ s purse.

“I wastold ... that it isin the government’ s best interests to
have soldiers killed overseas rather than wounded because
theliability is shorter term,” Stogran said.

For the former Canadian commander in Afghanistan, it was
areveding answer to astunning problem. The government’s
treatment of soldiers and Roya Canadian Mounted Police
officers who have sacrificed their limbs, menta health and
livesfor the country was a question of dollars and cents.

In some cases, said veterans who joined Stogran at a news
conference Tuesday, Ottawais even using tax dollarsto
avoid paying compensation to veterans.

The fight against Kenneth Y oung, who said he was ex-
posed to the deadly chemical known as Agent Orange at
CFB Gagetown in the 1970s, has cost some $8 million, the
former army soldier said. At least $1 million has been spent
fighting a class action suit brought by 6,500 veterans to
stop the government from cutting their long-term disability
insurance benefits by the amount of their monthly disability
pension from Veterans Affairs Canada, said Dennis
Manuge, who left the military for medical reasonsin 2003
and isleading the lawsuit.

The years of struggle against bureaucrats at Veteran's Af-
fairs Canada has shaken these once proud soldiers faithin
their governments and in their countries. Manuge, who
fought back tears, his hands trembling, said his frustration
has him on the verge of “ultraradicalism” when he should
be preparing for the birth of hisfirst child in December.
Even Stogran, who fondly recalled his“gun-dinging” year
in Bosniaand felt commanding troops in Kandahar was the
pesk of his 30-year career, has his doubts.

SOME BIG LIES... continued from P.4

function to create and maintain this tapestry. Thisincludes
establishment scientists and all service intellectualsin
charge of “interpreting” redlity.

In fact, the scientists and “ experts’ define redlity in order
to bring it into conformity with the always-adapting domi-
nant mental tapestry of the moment. They aso invent and
build new branches of the tapestry that serve specific
power groups by providing new avenues of exploitation.
These high priests are rewarded with high class status.
Continue reading at: http://tinyurl.com/GRrancourt &

www.dialogue.ca EXTRACT

“After two and ahdf yearsin thisjob it would be tough for
me to say to ayoung person, ‘Y ou know what? Y ou want
to join the Canadian Forces.””

While the treatment of Canada’ s wounded should beim-
proving with the climbing casualties from the decade-long
deployment to Afghanistan, it has actually gotten worsein
Some respects.

Paul Franklin, who lost both legs in a January 2006 suicide
bombing, was actually one of the lucky ones.

Back in Canada, he was offered a choice between the out-
going system for disability payments — $4,000 amonth for
the remainder of hislife —or compensation under the new
system, a $250,000 lump sum payment.

“| did the math red quick and $4,000 amonth works out to $2
millionif I live40 moreyears” hesad. “It wasano-brainer.”
Michad Barnewell, 29, injured just 10 months | ater, never
had Franklin’s easy choice.

“With alump sum payment, the problem isthat it’s not
enough. Y ou either try to useit now and then it' sgone so
you don’'t haveit for thefuture, or you try to invest it for the
future and what do you do now?’ he said. “Under that old
systemn, when you get those payments, you' re just taken care
of. It'sjust such security. It'sawaysthere. It just comes.””
But that security has been eroded by tight-fisted officias
and a Conservative government that promised to honour
the country’ s soldiers and veterans but has left them feeling
abandoned, Stogran said.

Stogran chose against an outright attack on his elected po-
litical masters, but did circulate a 2002 Canadian Alliance
political pamphlet in which then-leader Stephen Harper
promisesto defend Canadian soldiers the way that they
have defended the country.

Speaking in Mississauga, the prime minister sidestepped
the strident criticism from Strogan in recent days and said
the government is open to suggestions that could improve
future programs.

But like other federal watchdogs who have either been fired
or undermined by the government, the Tories may just bide
their time until Stogran’sterm expiresin November and his
pulpit evaporates.

Until then, the ombudsman has made it clear he intends to
make life difficult for the government by exposing what he
calsthe shameless treatment of Canada s veterans and urg-
ing Canadians to advocate for change.

“These are your sons and daughters, your brothersand sis-
ters. Thetime is now to do something about it. Make sure

this government understands that this must stop.”
Read at TheStar.com: http://tinyurl.com/Aul8stogran
Forwarded by Stephanie McDowall &
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Canadian Politics

Is this the Canada we want?

A Letter sent to the Times Colonist, Victoria BC
spommge Posted on July 25, 2010

Jeremy Arney, Saanichton BC

As| read some of the newspapers, watch
the TV and listen to the talk radio stations,
from herein Canada and from the USA, |
am struck by a common trend:

People no longer meatter.

I know there are those who will say —where have you
been? But | have been here watching and fuming but |
have also redlized that especiadly our present Federal Gov-
ernment and the BC legidature have openly lost interest in
the peoplein favour of big business. At least in the past
there has been some pretense, but now they do not care that
we know it, they thumb their collective snouts at us.

The word contempt comesto mind

Itisnot anew and sudden thing for sure, but in the last few
months it seems to have been ramped up that the people do
not matter, that the Canadian Parliament can be made dys-
functiona by stupidity and that it is quite aright for “ offi-
cias’ tolieto us, pretend we are not here, or even herd us
like cattle as was shown in Toronto afew weeks ago.

Actually cattle probably get treated much better than those
who smply wanted to make a peaceful statement, and were
not alowed to do so. My daughter, who was in Seattle (un-
known to me at the time) for the WTO demongtration afew
years ago, knows well the smell of tear gas and that al-
lowed her to escape the evil clutches of the Toronto secu-
rity thugs (both those overdressed in riot gear and those
with their shirt tails hanging out) who were supposed to
protect everyone against terrorists and chose instead to at-
tack peaceful demonstrators singing “Oh Canada’. Did
anyone el se notice the ugliness and hate on the face of that
plain clothes, straw haired woman cop as she swung her
baton? After allowing mayhem to be done by what we now
believe to be their brothersin armsthe previous day, to at-
tack the citizenry in such afashion can only be called stu-
pid and cowardly, and any loss of faith in the police agen-
ciesin Canadawaswdll earned that day.

We are told that these men and women were just doing
what they weretold, and that makes it even worse as they
knew what they were doing waswrong. Let’s not even get
into how much they were paid to assist in the suspension of
any civil liberties Canadians think they might have.

But these events are really only the surface that the media
glom onto rather than tell usthereal story.

Our federal government is comprised of arag tag bunch of
Alliance/Reform codition politicians, who it seems are
bound to follow like lemmings as their senior idiot sells

. S . 8
Jeremy Arnev
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Canadato who ever wantsto buy us. It is bad enough that
many years ago Mulroney sold us out to the Americans and
then Chrétien made it worse, now Harper wants what is left
to be purchased by EU countries, Colombiaand if there are
any pickingsleft | am sure he has another buyer in mind.

Remember the throne speech : “Canadais open for busi-
ness’ trandation means open for investment, means open
for buyouts.

Since Mulroney’ soriginal FTA dea we have steadily lost
our ability to control our companies and production of any-
thing as manufacturing leaves our homeland for cheaper
countries. This of course looses usjobs of any value, and
this government is happy to replace them with part time
jobs at such places as Wendy’s or Wal-Mart. Benefits, once
part of ajob package, are now amost unheard of except in
upper management or civil service positions.

All governing parties are making the claim that they arere-
ducing taxes and what they really mean isthat they arein-
finitesmally reducing the personal income tax of lower in-
come earners. At the same time other taxes are rocketing
up and corporate taxes are due to come down again. The
argument is that keeping corporate taxes high will stop
prices from coming down for goods and services, and will
stop future expansion of businesses. That argument is about
as sound as me holding afull gown elephant over my head
with one arm.

How can anyone justify reducing taxes for a company
which has just made record profits and paid huge bonuses
to the senior directors? They need help?

If onefollows the money, which is generaly good advice,
it takes us, or | anyway, to assume some very ugly things
about our paliticians and their personal financial hedlths.
Over thelast 70 years asocia network was put in place so
that there would not be people without the means of living
ameaningful life. These services have been so eroded since
Reagan and Mulroney got together that we now have a
homeless and sick population in Canadawhich istotally
unacceptabl e to anyone but the heartless corporate morons
who run our governments.

This headlong rush into trade dealswith al other countries
does not benefit you and | onebit. Yesit benefitsthe bigger
companies, which will be purchased, gutted and then aban-
doned aong with anyone who worked there. How exactly
does that benefit the person on the street? How doesit for in-
stance benefit the Colombian peon? Be sure that the CEOs
and their friendsin government will make out very well.

We aready know that the NAFTA ruined the Mexican corn
farmers because Y ankee corn flooded the market down =

www.dialogue.ca



there at adeliberate knock down price designed to destroy
the Mexican farmers...thus the price of Y ankee corn could
go up again...strangely benefiting companies such as
Goldman Sachs with their futures games, but not the
American corn farmer.

In spite of all this Harper wants to bash on with the
great Canadian Giveaway on the backs of what he
considers to be great Canadian accomplishments
recently; namely the disruption of the Copenhagen
Climate Control summit in order to protect the Alberta
tar sands; the winter Olympic financial fiasco which was
agreat success thanks to the athletes not him, and the
non-meetings of the G8 and G20 which asfar as| can tell
accomplished nothing inside the meetings thanks to him,
but established the future of the Canadian Police reaction
to any peaceful public action by Canadians.

Peaceful demonstrations are not to be tolerated but of
course the police and their cohorts can do what they
want. Just afew days ago the Liberal government of
Ontario arranged the arrest of people peacefully demon-
strating in a government building about the cuts in fund-
ing for the physically handicapped... Imagine, riot po-
lice charging wheel chair inhabitants with batons raised
and then arresting them for being in a public building to

present an invoice for lost funding.!...that’s the modern
Canadian policeman?

Isthisthe Canada we want?

Not for me.

Who will takeit back for us?

Liberdsand NDP are struggling with redlising that they are
useless aslong asthey vote the party line because | suspect
their leaders are bought and paid for and will not look after
the people ; the Bloc areinterested in rescuing Quebec from
the demise of Canada, so who do we have in our corner?

| redly think that the answer isto eliminate al politica par-
ties, including those on the fringe such as the Green Party
and Canadian Action Party, the latter of which has some
absolutely great ideas that cannot be put into place aslong
as corporation controlled parties run our lives.

Maybe it’ sthe time for the elimination of all partiesand to
have 308 independentsin Ottawa.

Now that would be something and yes | have some ideas
about that | will get to later.

Enough for now, Jeremy Arney
CAP candidate for Saanich -Gulf Island 2008
[EMAIL: ilamjema@gmail.com ] &

The G20 and the age of deceit...
Alan A. Macdonell, Williamstown ON

July 13 2010 - The billion dollar boondoggle arranged by
Harper and his minions on behalf of the so-called G20
summit was even phonier than the one staged in Monte-
bello. | was treated to the spectacle of one or two agitators
stomping down the roof of a conveniently-parked police
vehicle, while 20,000 riot sgquad members stood around and
watched. Some windows were attacked, and afew missiles
tossed but the instigators of violence were surprisingly few
in number, athough the television coverage attempted to
compensate by repetitive views of the same incidents.

Some happenings, in this age of deceit, are so obvioudy

contrived that no proof is needed regarding the sequence
of events. 9/11 was such an event: and | contend that the

Toronto G20 extravaganzais another. | don’t need proof

for my opinion, but, for those purists who do, I’ d recom-
mend an excellent June 27th article by Terry Burrows (at
www.globalresearch.ca) in conjunction with a number of
photos from The Globe and Mail.

| saw no sign of any meeting being held, but rumorsinsist a
G20 conference was indeed held, and was attended by
8,000 or 10,000 guests. When | first heard this number, |
figured alast hurrah for the special interests was underway,
before conceding that globalism was dead. Apparently,
such is not the case. The usual bromide was produced, such
astax cutsfor therich, and dimination of the deficit.
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Canadians are well acquainted with the other side of this
coin. Anaother vicious gouge taken from employment insur-
ance, more devastation in the health care industry, and,
eventually, confiscation of pension funds, to name afew.

Thisgloba garbage seems bent on inflicting atermina dis-
ease upon the world. Canadais now wasting top quaity
military personnel on somebody else’ simperia adventure
in Afghanistan. Canadais aso under a sneak attack from
foreign interests, aimed at ingtalling a North American Un-
ion with the U.SA. and Mexico as partners. We note the
larger U.S. banks and brokers have speculated US taxpayers
into a debt of severa hundred trillion dollars. Also, corrup-
tion in Mexico is so pervasive that the country hasthe
status of afailed state. In short, not fit partners for the own-
ers of the second largest land area on planet, with every
natural resource and, so far, manageable debt.

Canada has three larger political parties and a couple of
smaller ones, with hardly aword from any of themin de-
fense of Canadian sovereignty. Most of them are like lem-
mings, exactly aike, and tied into this globa garbage.
Thereisroom for atotaly different political choice, based
on sovereignty in Canada. It could be called the Canada
Party and would provide arealigtic alternative to the current
mess. Sovereignty versus World government or patriots
versus traitors. Sounds good to me. &
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“The Fifth Columnist”

False Flags and Black Blocs - Oh my!

Michael Neilly, Dunrobin ON

Thefirst timethat | saw theterm “false
flag” wasin Chris Shaw’scolumnin
Dialogue magazine. | understand that

it sastrategy that navies used to conceal
their trueidentity and intentions until the
last minute. Their ship would fly a
friendly flag on approach, and, at the last
minute, raise their own flag and attack.

With false flags, not only does the enemy need to be de-
ceived, but even dlies: disinformation, counter-claims,
doubt and paralysis, until the only truths left are hatred and
fear. And that, | believe, isthetrue godl.

| watched with considerable dismay the violent events that
marred the G20 conference this summer in Toronto. Y et
more and more |I' m becoming sceptical of the political
theatre staged for our consumption, the false flags.

We could take what happened in Toronto at face value.
Thisisthe story we are told, that a group of disaffected, an-
archist youths from Quebec, a so-called Black Bloc, caused
much of the mayhem. Or, pedling alayer back, perhapsthis
group was funded by, say, union dues or apolitical party
sympathetic to the causes of unions and the “ oppressed
classes’. Going one layer even deeper, we could say that
the government of Canada innocently funded this group or
possibly even orchestrated the whole thing, like the 911
conspiracy theory.

In so many ways, this whole mess could have been de-
fused. The G20 meeting itsdlf could have been held at CFB
Alert in Canada’ s remote north country. For one billion
dallars, you could have built aconvention centrein the re-
mote ghost town of Michipicoten Harbour, north of Wawa,
Ontario, and restored therail serviceto once again bring in
the tourists. Imagine resurrecting a ghost town —area eco-
nomic benefit - AND housing the G20 Summit. In remote
locations such as these, defence of G20 participants would
have been much easier, with far less cost and “collateral
damage’ and virtualy no risk. The relatively tranquil G8
Summit held in Huntsville, only two hours north of To-
ronto, neetly illustrates this point. Perhapsthe G20in To-
ronto was smply agrand diversion to distract protesters
from the G8 Summit in Huntsville?

Another aspect that nobody talks about is the law that
saysit’sillegal to wear adisguise in public. It'd be easy
for police to ssimply stridein and yank the balaclavas off
the protesters — anonymity gone, licence to party gone.
For some reason, this candy-ass country, at least out-
wardly, is so craven about respecting proteststhat it re-
fuses to enforce its own laws.
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Why have these G8/G20 meetings at al? What, of any sub-
stance, is or has ever been accomplished? Instead of people
marvelling a some great pronouncement, al we remember
is burning police cars. This being the case, to stage a point-
less event in an arearipe with targets of opportunity, to re-
fuse to unmask and arrest the protesters before they
massed, it'sasif Canadawanted this protest to get violent
and to hell with bystanders, businesses and the police offi-
cers who were tasked with keeping the peace.

It would be very easy to cal these “anarchists’ the disaf-
fected, much harder to take alook at our precious Canada
that funds political pressure groups of all sorts under the
guise of multiculturalism and socia justice, the Canada that
might want to create political change by staging conflicts.
Digging beneath the superficial aspects of this story would
mean challenging the ridiculous multicultural mythology
we' ve crested, of victim classes that must be subsidized
uncriticaly, in perpetuity, regardless of the warnings from
even our own spy agencies.

How convenient that asthe Cold War ended and we began
to breathe easier, another enemy emerged, radicd |dam.
With the recent bombing of a Canadian Forces recruiting
center in Trois Riviéres and the fire-bombing of a Royal
Bank in Ottawa, more enemies appear to be massing at our
gates. Thefaseflags are fluttering in the breeze.

Keep your eyes on your freedom, your land, water and air.
The growth machine called civilization, your friend that
flies the happy-faced fal se flag, wants to consume these
things, and lay waste to the planet in the process. It wants
fearful, warring people addicted to credit, drugs and oil.
Never mind the black-shirted louts we saw in Toronto, the
worm-tongued manipulatorsin $2,000 suits are pulling
your strings. Run that up your flagpole and sal ute!

~ and on another hot topic, the Census:
Myopic topic or percentile
dysfunction

So the Federation des Communautes Francophones et
Acadienne du Canada (FCFAC) —who else?—wanted a
hearing in Federa Court to re-instate the long form census.
Apparently the “five questions on the long-form census
pertaining to language spoken at home and at work are
so crucial that without that information the federal
government does not have the tools to adequately
implement the Official Languages Act and is breaching
Canada’ s Constitution.”

Likealot of these pressure groups, FCFAC receives money
from Canadian Heritage, $175,000 in 2007, according to the
pch.gc.cawebdgte. They don't produce anythingat dl; —
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Myopic topic or percentile dysfunction, continued

they just pressure governments to build their segregated so-
ciety for them. It's always couched in bafflegab, but basi-
caly they indist that English Canada must wipe their back-
sdesfor them in order to ensure that their “communities’
remain “vibrant”. 1t' s amazing how a people once so proud
are now totally steeped in entitlement. And that Canada
funds groups dedicated to imposing their beliefs on us.

Some Canadians actually believe that filling out acensusis
an opportunity to stand up and be counted (to be taxed) and
even equate this extraction of information by government
with democracy! Anyone agreeing with the long version's
cancellation is cast as hateful and narrow-minded, as hav-
ing anideology! Frankly, good Liberds, what is‘abelief in
collectives being given things because of their differences
but an ideology?

In so many ways, this“issue’ reminds me of the “tainted
tuna’ scanda during the Mulroney years. Honestly, nobody
died, nobody was sick. It was pathetic political mud-
dinging. Here we are again with the long-form census.
Maybe it'sa case of “percentile dysfunction.”

While the National Statistics Council saysthat switching to
avoluntary survey in 2011 would result in a“gap” in the
knowledge of Canadian society —to which | would add,
that the many pigs at the Canadian welfare state trough de-
pend on — the council recommends that the threat of jall
time should be removed, a good compromise, and that 20%
of Canadian households get the long-formin 2011.

It was heartening to hear, too, amid al the rhetoric coming
from the usual suspects, that 50% of Canadiansdon’t care
about thisissue.

Redlly, the King and his evil sheriff take a censusin order
to provide servicesfor which they gladly tax us|[...or, in
order to tax usand grudgingly provide services??!]. Heck,
you can tax Ontarians 13% for pretty much everything and
we don't say aword. But touch that census? My conclusion
isthat Canadians want to be punished by their government.

It's masochism, pure and simple. Te amo punere quont
guomte punere studeo —the one bit of Latin | remember
from high school — I love you but | am eager to punish you.
And as Canadians, weloveit!

I, for one, would like any government and the pigs at the
trough to move beyond the myopic concerns of a class so-
ciety —of collectivism and so-called “rights’ to “freg”
things based on their skin colour, language, gender, etc. —
and for them to take the long view. I’ d like some visionary
statements from our prime minister regarding sustainability
and stewardship, such as.

e Canada shall be a hydrogen-based nation in 20
years.

e Theoutput of all manufacturing and industry shall
be non-toxicin 20 years.

e Canadawill nolonger borrow from private banks
(everybody hates banks) but instead from the bank
of Canada. Any interest on gover nment debt goesto
the people, not private banks.

o Wewill not grow for the sake of growth and will
leave theland aswefound it.

Honestly, John F. Kennedy promised the moon (literally) in
10 years and Americadid it. He told Americans where they
were going. But for Canadians, we like our governments
heavy-handed and intrusive. We talk about democracy, but
haven't aclue what it actualy means. We' d rather talk
about the Society of Near-Sghted Pigs that must be funded
forever to remain “vibrant” and retain their fragile “iden-
tity”: articulated farts from a blinkered people. Y ou might
aswdll tune the radio while your car goes over acliff. Oh,
by the way, FCFAC wants their court costs paid for by the
federal language rights support program, that’ s you and me.

And soit goes...

- Mike Neilly, Dunrobin ON
dialogue always welcome, contact me at:
fifth _columnist@magma.ca &

Apathy Begone: Activating Minds and Voices

David Boese, St. Catharines ON

Sent to: Prime Minister Harper Stephen J. Canada Leader
Cc: Flaherty. J; Rick - M. P. Dykstra

Subject: Monetary Crisis

Dear Prime Minister Harper,

| am writing to express my concern over the policies of
monetary issues. No matter what you or the mediatdl us,
we little folk know there is a crisislooming with regards to
the way money is created and dispersed. Thereis some-
thing intringcally wrong, with the banks been given carte
blanche authority to create money out of thin air and coun-
terbalance it with debt!

Under our present system we will never pay off the debt,
wewill never eliminate poverty and we will never narrow
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the disparity income gap that is undermining the stability of
our economy. There are many of uswho know what should
happen, but it appears that you don't even pretend to listen.
I know you can't escape the criticism you are getting for the
reckless spending of the G8 and G20 but you can redeem
yoursdlf and your government by using thetoolsthat are en-
shrined in our Bank of Canada Act. Don't think for aminute
that a"finger in the dike" will hold back the torrent of finan-
cid ruin forever! Y our opportunity is now--- don't blow it!

| imploreyou to listen to the likes of Paul Hellyer, where
you can find the solutions to economic prosperity and sta-
bility. dash@vaxxine.com
From my blog: http://boeseblog.wordpress.com/ «
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Canadian Politics & Economics

Thoughts on our dodgy economy
Russ Vinden, Errington BC

| enclose my latest comments on our dodgy economy along
with some thoughts asto how it might change. | have a-
ways held the view that grousing is allowable if positive
suggestions are included.

| was impressed with your editorial in the last issue, dealing
with our increasingly specialized and fragmented culture,
and fed perhapsthat it isin some way aby-product of per-
petua mis-government. When deceit and corruption are
generally winked at in business and government, the ten-
dency isfor individuals to become more self-centred, to
look after #1 first, and to gradudly withdraw from commu-
nal concerns as being too remote and unfulfilling.

I'm sure thisiswhy participation in electionsisat such an
abysmd level nowadays— peoplefed it is pointless when
they are so distorted, and the very people elected to manage
our affairs clearly have no interest in correcting them if it
reduces their status or power in any way. Dead ends ensure
asupply of dead beats, I'm afraid.

However, | think | detect an increasein Dialogue articles
and letters on awide variety of socid, cultural and eco-
nomic matters, and perhaps a diminishing number of repe-
titious tirades against language laws in Quebec — | guess so
many folk have just packed their bags and left, and are in-
volved in other scenes.

Thank you for your upbeat attitudes and continued im-
provements; Dialogueis uniquein giving spaceto the

worst and the best, apparently without censure, and I'm
glad | am alowed to blow off steam occasionally.

HST: a marker for mis-government
The HST has come, amarker for mis-government if ever |
saw one; the Finance Minister here in BC has announced
with a straight face that the deficit will be substantially
smaller than anticipated; the first rebate chegquesfor low in-
come people have arrived. So far, the sky has not fallen.
Obvioudy, Liberal heaven is soundly administered, thereis
enough bread, and we can get on with the build-up for the
next Games, or whatever is designed to take our minds off
our dodgy economy.

Does this sound alittle sour? Maybe so, but the abysmal
thinking which passes for respons ble administration con-
tinuesits utter disregard of afundamental law of econom-
ics, namely - 'Debt isfor constructive purposes only, but
For Your Life, Do Not Borrow The I nterest'.

In that one sentence lies the whole explanation for the
immense growth of government debts; the entire
cancellation of some programs, the steady deteriora-
tion of others; and the devious and secr etive sear ch
for all-embracing Trade and Economic Agreements
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with other supposedly rich and prosperous nations,
in the desper ate hope that some of their success
might rub off onto us.

Thislagt effort has turned to ashes over the last couple of
years as bank-led financia collapses have in turn savaged
the US economy and now the European, to whom we had
transferred our hopes when financial mismanagement on a
vast scale was exposed in the USA. Abruptly, al talk of a
shining new Progress and Prosperity Partnership quietly
disappeared,

Then surprise, surprise, just asthe new Euro talks got under
way we heard that Greece, Portugal, Spain, Ireland and
same other new, small East Euro member countries were
also in astate bordering financia collapse from the sheer
size of their unpayable debts and crushing interest costs. It
appears that they too had al been induced to borrow mas-
sively, from the World Bank no less, amongst others;
which was founded on noble sentiments but has performed
like any other loan shark. The fix wasin; and the remedy,
surprise, surprise, is'cut everything of benefit to your na-
tion, and we will lend you enough to enable you to resume
payments of due interest’. Of course, of course - who would
question such advice?

All these countries are now in dire straights. Not one has
the resources which can ever repay the mind-blowing
debts, any more than the mighty USA can ever clear it'sre-
ported multi-trillion dollar obligation -or Canadarepay its
own national debt. They will simply go on and on, transfer-
ring, by taxation, massive sums of earned wealth straight to
the money lending sector, and | do not think that that isthe
purpose of government or the intent of nations.

Theworld is awash with usury; it has always been con-
demned, and it istime it was checked.

So what on earth persuaded our last twelve federal ad-
ministrationsto agree to abandon borrowing from their
own wholly-owned Bank of Canada, when it had oper -
ated with complete success and to the enor mous benefit
of Canada for 40 years?

Thistruly alarming situation is not in the least helped by
the widely reported comments that the troubles were 'of
course mainly due to bloody-minded union demands for
excessive pay rises, to awidespread popular dis-inclination
to pay taxes, and to massive corruption in governments.
Thereis some truth in these strictures; but what inducement
isthere for peopleto pay taxes at all when governments
legidate ways for wealthy people and businessesto ship
their money out to tax-free havens? It is lunacy.

Honestly balanced budgets clearly cannot be achieved un-
der wholly privatized funding, and the abiding curse on
every budget in Canadafor thelast 35 yearsisthat dl =
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such debts (with the exception of credit to cover theissue
of new currency) have been raised from the private banking
system at interest rates which for 18 consecutive years were
either borderline usury or just plain excessive.

Thisis the bedrock on which our enormous debts are built.
They cannot be extinguished while this system remains,
because it is by design a self-perpetuating system. A debt
built on productive use of money can be extinguished
sooner or later from the natural increase inherent in produc-
tion, it is axiomatic.

A debt built on inability to pay excessive—and entirely un-
productive —interest, which is then borrowed, and not only
adds to the debt but adds to the annud interest charge, can
never be extinguished and compels one of two courses.
Either thewhole enterprise or country collapsesinto
chaos, or the banker smply movesin and takestotal
control for hisown purposes, one of the corerequire-
mentsfor fascism. Either way, capital takes precedence;
gaff, suppliersand countrieslose.

Even today, while Prime Rates for most-favoured custom-
ers have been below 4% for 17 years, federa debt is still
burdened by far greater rates— yet government debts are
guaranteed under OECD membership rules, and are classi-
fied 'risk-free’ by the bankers own Bank of International
Settlements in Basle. Moreover, thanks to the Mulroney
Conservatives, banks are no longer required to risk any of
their own capita for such loans; they purchase our bonds
by using them astheir own collateral, as neat atrick as
anyone could possibly imagine. Our careful and responsi-
ble elected administrators swallowed it without a blink.

Governments, having totally colluded in this process, never
discussit. But the common factor in all these disastrous
budgets has been the ideological commitment to privatiza-
tion, which is accepted without question — and with the
possibility of reverting to Bank of Canadaloan funding to-
tally ignored.

When the worldwide financial meltdown occurred a bout
18months ago, private bank spokesmen quickly announced
that: “ Canadian banks are in rather better shape than those
in the 'States.”

Good grief, why would they not be? They have been raking
in between fifty and seventy Billion taxpayer dollars annu-
ally for decades, legacy of their foresight in jacking up in-
terest rates to near-usury levels as soon asthe Bank of Can-
adawas abandoned as a source of loans—and keeping them
excessivefor 18 years.

Of course, no administration in Canada could balance their
budgets under this assault, and everyone was forced to bor-
row their constantly recurring deficitsto avoid defaullt.
These borrowings are by far the major part of all federal
and provincid debts today, because no administration (ex-
cept Albertds, floating on ail) has been able to pay them off
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despite decades of relentless economies and cutbacks.
Nor-- given the continued refusal of government in Ottawa
(which sets national monetary policy) to revert to loans
from our own Bank at minute cost; and its determined re-
course to endless, enormoudy costly private loans -- can
this abysmal situation end.

No onein or out of government dare predict an eventual
extinction of the debts.

The hubris of the Liberal and Conservative Parties, besot-
ted with ideology imported from the Chicago School of
Economicsin the late 1960's, is beyond understanding.
They aone haveinitiated and maintained unpayable debt
for 35 years, and it will be their legacy, for which they will
be remembered. The HST isbut the latest desperate attempt
to balance budgets that are inherently incapable of balance
because the burden of interest is so grosdly disproportionate
to any discernible benefit.

How many are awar ethat throughout thefirst half of
thisdecade, the utterly unproductiveinterest on federal
debt alone ($33 -- $38 billion a year) was about two and
a half timesgreater than the then budget costs of the
entire Canadian Armed For ces (around $14--$16 bil-
lion?) Or that asfar back as1995-6-7, Ottawa alone
wasfiring $44 --$47 billion straight out of taxpayers
pocketsinto the banks? Thisdisastroustransfer of

ear ned wealth, producing nothing for the country, is|
fedl, tantamount to sedition, defined as'activity know-
ingly injurioustothe state'.

| think that handing over the most basic function of gov-
ernment -the funding of itself and its national programs- to
private enterprisesfor their profit is not avalid purpose of
government. Moreover, there is a powerful historic prece-
dent to uphold this view.

When Canada— and the whole world —was grinding its
miserable way through the Great Depression, the private
banking system was notorioudy unprepared to lend suffi-
cient money to any government, scared witless asthey dll
were from the collapse of the German economy in the mid-
1920s, and the devastating business crash in 1929.

So some enlightened government leaders put their heads
together and with some private investors founded the Bank
of Canada, backed with the full resources of the nation.
Crucial to the whole process was the fact that the Bank, be-
ing majority-owned by the national government, returned
any profitsto government as dividends. Not written in, but
well understood, was the fact that the profit on the creation
of money for governments | S enormous.

The profound effect of thereturning profitswasthat
the loans wer e effectively almogt inter est-free. Immedi-
ately programs of national development wer e success-
fully developed, and the whole economy got back into
gear after 10 years of sagnation. =
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All thisinformation is factual and documented, but never
surfacesin any discussion of government policy or possi-
bilities. So what can we do? The entire process has been ef-
fectively removed from public awareness, and this cannot
be dueto casua chance.

The situation remains. The silenceis absolute.

Why will no onein Parliament or Legidatureacknowl-
edgethefact of continuousloan funding for gover nments
by itsown wholly owned Bank of Canada for four whole
decades, with profound benefit to the nation?

According to Kenneth Dye, Auditor Generd in 1993, over
90% of the accumulated debt since Confederation consisted
of unpayable, borrowed interest; and less than 10% was due
to excessive spending or waste, the common mediaview. |
doubt the situation has changed much if at al since then.

Regrettably, | do not understand the continued silence of
the NDP on this matter. It is reportedly on their list for pol-
icy changeif they ever win federally -- but low. It gets no
publicity at al, and the impression is of embarrassment, of
conceding a point to the wing-nuts — a strange attitude for
the Party rooted in astrong socia conscience.

Do the Greens haveit asapriority? If so, publicity is sorely
lacking there too. Asfor the Bloc, they are only interested
in separation; would they create and issue their own money
inthat event? An intriguing question.

Which leavesthe Canadian Action Party, tiny and
grosdy underfunded, asthe only Party with this solu-
tion —restoring money-creation to the Bank of Canada
—asamajor plank in itsprogram. Ultimately, | believe
that this desperately needed event can only come from dis-
affected back-benchers — people dready dected but deeply
disturbed by the directionstheir Party has taken. In the pre-
sent power position, it would not take many from different
Partiesto coaesce into a group powerful enough to force a
sort of palace revolt in favour of fair elections, funding
governments from the public purse so that the benefitsre-
turned to the nation instead of the sharks, and complete
elimination of private funding for Parties, so that the open
purchase of influenceis abolished and replaced by atax-
payer/voter-regulated playing field.

All over theworld, the countries that are pulling themselves

out of the swamp of usurious loan funding are those like
emerging, socially-inclined South American nations, and
Indiaand Maaysia and China, who fund themselvesin the
way which was so successfully demonstrated here for so
long — before the ideologues took over.

By accepting the amost total privatization of government
debts, the major Parties have effectively given up on any
idea of extinguishing them. Y et the universal advice given
to debt-strapped people isto consolidate their debtsto get
better terms. Well, we have the best source of |ow-cost
loansright here in our own backyard, set up and chartered
for that very purpose and so functioning for 40 years -- but
ddiberately ignored by the Liberal and Conservative Par-
tieswho adopted the current monetary policy in 1975 and
resolutely ignored their own Bank's facility ever since.

By creating new, very low-cost debt to pay off the old, hor-
rendously expensive ones, and even charging the same
rates, all budgets would immediately show an unbelievable
multi-billion dollar improvement — permanently, since the
huge profits of money-creation would flow in instead of
out. Would the private banks scream? Oh, yes.

Would it matter? No —they brought the worlds financial
systems close to complete collapse through their greed and
deliberate involvement in derivatives, unexamined credit,
and super-sophisticated money-laundering schemes. Be-
sides, they would still have their traditional areas of busi-
ness and personal finance to attend to.

However, while they may in due course find their activities
rather more closely monitored by legidatorsthan in the
past, such mayhem can arise again very quickly, and the
warning lights have not gone out.

But timeisdipping by and the banks are quickly reorganiz-
ing themsdlves. The certainty isthat without aprofound re-
assessment by individual MPs and MLAS of the essential
cause of the crushing debts, they will become relentlesdy
bigger. There may be cosmetic changes, and things may be
cleaned up alittle; but if fundamental changes are not made,
near-usury will be permanent -- aswill the taxesto sustainit.
| believeit isatimefor individual legidatorsto search
their consciences, and per hapsthink mor e of their na-
tion and less of their Party. - RussVinden «

Quotes from Rodrigue Tremblay [ www.thenewamericanempire.com ]

"A State divided into asmall number of rich and alarge
number of poor will dways devel op agovernment manipu-
lated by the rich to protect the amenities represented by
their property.” - Harold Laski (1893-1950),

British political theorist, 1930

“Money becomes evil not when it is used to buy goods but
when it is used to buy power... economic inequalities be-
come evil when they are trandated into political inequali-
ties.” - Samue Huntington (1927-2008), political scientist

“Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more com-
plex, and more violent. It takes atouch of genius, and alot
of courage to move in the opposite direction.”

Albert Einstein (1879-1955) Physicist and Professor,

Nobel Prize 1921
"When plunder becomes away of life for agroup of men
living together in society, they create for themselves, inthe
course of time, alegal system that authorizesit and amoral
codethat glorifiesit."

Frederic Bastiat (1801-1850), French economist &
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ECONOMICS AND INSPIRATION

Sacred Economics

By Charles Eisenstein

25 April, 2010, www.Realitysandwich.com
[EXTRACT] Thisarticle is adapted from the
introduction to the upcoming book Sacred
Economics. The purpose of the book isto
make money and human economy as
sacred as everything elsein the universe.

Today we associate money with the
profane, and for good reason. If anything is sacred inthis
world, it is surely not money. Money seemsto be the enemy
of dl our better ingtincts, asis clear every time the thought "I
can't afford to" blocks an impulse toward kindness or gener-
osity. Money seemsto be the enemy of beauty, asthe dispar-
aging term "asdlout” demongtrates. Money seemsto bethe
enemy of every worthy socid and politica reform, as corpo-
rate power steerslegidation toward the aggrandizement of
its own profits. Money seemsto be destroying the earth, as
we pillage the oceans, the forests, the soil, and every species
to feed agreed that knows no end.

From at least the time that Jesus threw the moneychangers
from the temple, we have sensed that there is something
unholy about money. When a palitician seeks money in-
stead of the public good, we call him corrupt. Adjectives
like"dirty" and "filthy" naturally describe money. Monks
are supposed to havelittle to do with it: "Y ou cannot serve
God and Mammon."

At the same time, no one can deny that money has amyste-
rious, magical quality aswell, the power to ater human be-
havior and coordinate human activity. From ancient times
thinkers have marveled at the ability of amere mark to con-
fer this power upon adisk of metd or dip of paper. Unfor-
tunately, looking at the world around us, it is hard to avoid
concluding that the magic of money is an evil magic.

Obvioudy, if we areto make money into something sa-
cred, nothing lessthan a wholesale revolution in money
will suffice, atransformation of its essential nature. Itis
not merely our attitudes about money that must change, as
some self-help gurus and " prosperity programming” teach-
erswould have us believe, rather, we will create anew kind
of money that embodies and reinforces our changed atti-
tudes. Sacred Economics describes this new money and the
new economy that will coaesce around it. It also explores
the metamorphaosisin human identity that is both acause
and aresult of the transformation of money. The changed
atitudes of which | speak go dl the way to the core of what
it isto be human: they include our understanding of the
purpose of life, humanity's role on the planet, the relation-
ship of theindividual to the human and natural community;
even what it isto be an individual, a self. This should not
be surprising, since we experience money (and property) as
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an extension of our selves; hence the possessive pronoun
"mine" to describeit, the same pronoun we use to identify
our arms and heads. My money, my car, my hand, my
liver. Consider aswell the sense of violation we feel when
we are robbed or "ripped off," asif part of our very selves
had been taken.

A transformation from profanity to sacrednessin money,
something so deep apart of our identity, something so cen-
tral to the workings of the world, would have profound ef-
fectsindeed. But what does it mean for money, or anything
esefor that metter, to be sacred? It isin acrucid sensethe
opposite of what sacred has come to mean. For severa
thousand years, increasingly, the concepts of sacred, holy,
and divine have referred to something separate from nature,
theworld, and theflesh. [..]

The economic crisis we face today is just one of many cri-
sesthat are converging upon us al at once: crisesin energy,
education, hedlth, water, soil, climate, politics, and the en-
vironment. My previous book, The Ascent of Humanity,
traced the origin of each to acommon root, millenniaold,
that | call Separation. Their convergenceisabirth crisis, in
which we are expelled from the old world into the new.
Unavoidably, these crisesinvade our personal lives, our
world falls apart, and we too are born into anew world, a
new identity. Thisiswhy so many people sense a spiritua
dimension to the planetary crisis.

| dedicate al of my work to the more beautiful world our
heartstell usispossible. | say our "hearts’, because our
mindstell usit is not possible. Our minds doubt that things
will ever be much different than experience has taught us.
Y ou may, as you read the forgoing encomium to a sacred
economy, have felt awave of cynicism, contempt, or de-
spair. Y ou might have felt an urge to dismiss my words as
hopelesdy idedlistic. Indeed, | mysdlf was tempted to tone
down my description, to make it more plausible, more re-
sponsible, morein line with our low expectations for what
life and the world can be. But such an attenuation would
not have been the truth. | will, using the tools of the mind,
spesk what isin my heart. In my heart | know that an econ-
omy and society this beautiful ispossible for usto create,
and indeed, that anything less than that is unworthy of us.
Arewe s0 broken, that we would aspire to anything less
than a sacred world?

** Read in full (original article):
www.realitysandwich.com/sacred economics

Charles Eisenstein is a writer, speaker, and the author of The
Ascent of Humanity and other books. See his blog at:
www.ascentofhumanity.blogspot.com

See also his blog at RealitySandwich:
www.realitysandwich.com/blog/1736

Article received from Richard K. Moore &
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Richard’s Reflections on his Scotland trip

Greetings,

Many people responded with considerable energy to the
"trip report’ [ http://tinyurl.com/RKM445 1. | will be do-
ing some responding on apersona basis, and | think it is
appropriate to mostly respond by expanding on the idess.
People seemed to get the impression that | had made abig
shift, asregards spiritudity. In acertain sense, that may be
true, but not in the sense one might assume from al that
'suff' about the nature of consciousness, and redlity, and eso-
teric paths. That may offer indgghtsinto the nature of things
spiritud, but the map is not the territory -- it remainslargely
'head stuff', amenta model, shadows on the cave wall.

Upon reflection, | seetwo 'lessons that | somehow inte-
grated, brought into somatic expression, while onthere-
treat. Thefirst isthat human conversation is equivalent to a
game of patty-cake. A way of bouncing off one another in
order to be 'in rhythmic relationship’. The exchanges must
reflect cleanly off one another, as the hands do in patty-
cake, but the content may or may not be of consequence.
The medium is the massage.

If one unilateraly changes the 'significance level' of acon-
versation, that breaks the balance and spoilsthe game. It's
caled 'being abore, of either the air-head variety or the
pedant variety. The story of my life. Somehow when | got
back to Wexford, | found myself able to play patty-cake. Is
that a spiritua breakthrough? Perhaps. It was certainly
something | needed on 'the path', something that was hold-
ing me back in various ways.

And this same lesson does show up in a Sufi story. Inthe
Wisdom of theldiots, | turned 'by chance' today to a story
caled "Correction”. Anignorant critic tells the teacher that
he misspelled aword. The teacher changes the word accord-
ingly. After the critic leaves, the students ask the teacher why
he accepted the erroneous 'correction’. He answers:

That was asocia occasion. | applied the behaviour of cul-
ture and politeness, not the behaviour of truth, because
when people want politeness and socia interchange, they
cannot stand truth. Only stupid people and pedantsimagine
that their duty isto instruct everyone, when the motive of
the peopleis generdly not to seek instruction, but to attract
attention.

The other lesson, one that takes longer to integrate, is about
becoming oriented with the 'pardld path’. The Sufi pathisin
fact apardld path, but | didn't seeit, because of the esoteric
nature of many of the sories. It aways seemed to me that
onewould need to master the esoteric before really being on
the path. What | see now isthat an 'esoteric’ story issmply a
signpost for apart of the path that the student hasn't reached
yet. Itsmeant for later and has no valuein the present, other
than the encouragement of appropriate humility.
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The stuff by Berman, and the Misty Path stuff, were able to
convey the concept of ‘parallel’, of the path being every-
where and all the time, and every moment being equally
meagic. When | think of thisin the context of the Sufi mate-
rial, which I've been working with for along time, anum-
ber of observations click into perspective. | cannot say they
are 'true’ observations, but they do fed like akind of 'truth'.

Thereisonly one path for you; you are already on it, and
no one elseison that path. Y our wholelifeisyour path.
Being 'on’ the path, in the spiritual sense, means being fully
open to your own experiencing. Being more open may
cause you to shift the nature of your experiences, into more
useful practices and activities, but it is not the activities
themselves that make you 'on' the path. It is about being
open to your experienceright now, alaTolle.

Bewary of spiritual groups and spiritual leaders. How can
aone-fits-all path be your path? A highway is not a path. A
real teacher must first see the path you are on, before guid-
ance can be offered. For the student, there islittleto distin-
guish between ared teacher and afa seteacher. Thefalse
teacher is more likely to say that which is appealing, and
that which sounds 'enlightened’. Truth itself is often not ap-
pedling and may appear mundane; that iswhy we have
avoided naticing it.

The path of being agood carpenter is as holy as any other
path. Y ou do not need to switch to a'spiritud’ path, but to
welcome the spirit that enlivens the path you areon, ala
Arjuna. Anyone you meet may be your teacher. Y ou may
learn more from the bus driver, than you will in the 'place
of learning' where he drops you off.

The next step on your path is overcoming that which is cur-
rently blocking the growth of your consciousness. Y ou may
not need to visit aholy shrine; you may need to learn how
to play patty-cake. What you need can befound not ina
catalog of spiritual adventures, but in the circumstances of
your own life. Diagnosis precedes prescription. Pay special
attention to your failures and upsets -- particularly when
they are 'not your fault' -- there is always a needed lesson
there for you.

Thereisalot of talk these days about humanity being on
the verge of atransformation of consciousness, about an
evolution to ahigher consciousness. | believethat isared
possibility, that there is an emergent spiritual energy afoot.
However people have many pre-conceived expectations
about the nature of such atransformation, expectations aris-
ing from a confused understanding of spirituality, of trans-
formation, and of the human condition. [..]

The emergence of harmony at theloca leve beginsthe pro-
cessof co-creating cultural coherence. What begins asaso-
cid project of community improvement becomes gradudly a
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matter also of spiritua evolution, asthe 'business of our
paths increasingly involves 'harmonization among paths.

In this sense, the transformation of humanity's conscious-
ness does involve the transformation of individual con-
sciousnesses, but not in the sense in which 'personal trans-
formation' is generally imagined from our traditional ascent
perspective, and not occurring asa'prior event'.

Instead, there is a co-evolution between cultural coherence
on the one hand, and the expansion of our spiritual paths
into the cultural domain on the other. Cultura transforma
tion and personal transformation happen together, aswe
would expect in asocia species. The 'next spiritual step’ for

humanity is about harmonizing our paths, not switching to
new paths. Richard K. Moore, Wexford, Ireland

This message archived at: http://tinyurl.com/RKM446 or
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/cyberjournal/message/446
Subscribe - cyberjournal+subscribe@googlegroups.com
2012: Crossroads for Humanity:
http://rkmdocs.blogspot.com/2010/07/toc-2012.html
Climate science: observations vs. models
http://rkmdocs.blogspot.com/2010/01/climate-science-
observations-vs-models.html
related websites: http://www.governourselves.org/
http://escapingthematrix.org/
http://cyberjournal.org -

A BOOK IN PROGRESS: 2012: Crossroads for Humanity

Author: Richard K. Moore, Wexford, Ireland
Ch. 5: The emergence of community

empowerment

URL: http://rkmdocs.blogspot.com/2010/07/community-
empowerment.html

Escaping marginalism

In the previous chapter | offered the following observation
regarding the program-based initiatives: Localization activ-
ists are motivated by avision of transformation, and their
initiatives do have transformational potential. However
none of theseinitiatives, apart from afew notable excep-
tions, has found away to escape from marginaism and
really begin to have asignificant effect on any commu-
nity’ s economy, or to move any community significantly
closer to sustainability.

The basic problem isthat thereis very little sense of com-
munity left in our societies. Typically there are the activists
who promote the programs, the early adopterswho joinin,
and the ‘silent majority’, who seem to be motivated only by
immediate benefits.

With Wisdom Councils, however, we saw that randomly-
sdlected citizens—amicrocosm of the silent mgjority — can
indeed become energized around community involvement,
even when no immediate benefits are involved. The *latent
energy of democracy’ can be awakened, when people are
listened to, and when they fed their voice can make a dif-
ference.

Nonetheless, the process-based initiatives have also failed
to escape from marginalism. The energy of the grassroots
can be awakened, in asmall group and for a brief time, but
thereis no place to go with that energy, no container that
can sustain the energy.

This situation suggests a potential synergy. Perhapsthe
pursuit of programs can provide the container, the use of
process can awaken grassroots energy around this pursuit,
and the two together can propel localization beyond the
margind.

For this purpose a Citizen Insight Council might be very
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helpful. Such a council could begin with presentations from
loca activists, describing the various localization programs.
The council can then take that as a tarting point, in talking
about what they’d like to see happen in the community.

The public meeting following such a council could be a
very exciting event. Not only would there be the infusion of
energy from the council reports, but there is also the energy
of the activists, whose volunteer efforts are the driving
force behind making programs actually happen.

Following the reports, there could be breakout sessions, with
activists and council participants distributed among the vari-
ous tables. Then there could be report-backs from the tables,
and some genera discussion. Hopefully from such an event,
afocuswould emerge around programs that are energizing
to both activists and the community generaly.

I’m not trying to provide arecipe here, just an example of
how process and programs might be combined to awaken
community energy, and to bring that energy and activist
energy into harmony. Once such a harmonization process
was started, it would make sense to have ongoing events,
by which the community as awhole would increasingly be
taking ownership of the programs.

There are other processes, such as Open Space Technology,
which enable alarge number of people to participate
creatively together. And there are lightweight processes,
such as a Listening Circle, which can enable neighbor-
hood groups to find common ground, and to develop
their own unique contribution to the ongoing community
‘conversation’.

Currently, it isreasonably fair to say that program-oriented
activigs see themselves asleaders in the community, and as
the * ones who know what needs to be done' . If the com-
munity is brought into the planning and envisioning proc-
ess, as outlined above, then the role of the activists shifts.
Rather than ‘ those who know what needs to be done', the
activists become ‘folks who have good suggestions to of -
fer'. And rather than leaders, the activist are morein the
role of volunteers, who are willing to take on the task of
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moving community projects forward.

In seeking to find ways for localization to escape from
marginalism, we have been exploring the potential synergy
between processes on the one hand, and programs on the
other. Thisisavery important synergy, asit can help bring
the community together, and enable the community asa
whole to become an active agent in its own transformation.

In this chapter we will be exploring other synergiesaswell,
amonyg the various programs themselves. Awakening grass-
roots energy is part of the answer, and making the pro-
grams more effectiveis aso part of the answer, in our quest
to escape from marginalism, and begin the transformation
of our communities and our societies.

What is community empowerment?

My dictionary suggests these usages of ‘empower’: | em-
powered my agent to make the deal for me. Thelocal ordi-
nance empowers the board of health to close unsanitary
restaurants.

In this same sense, in our political system, local elections
empower the local government to make the decisionsfor
the community. It is the government that is empowered, not
the community itself. In an empowered community, if such
athing is ever to exist, the people themselves make the de-
cisonsfor the community.

In ancient Athens, they did have a system where the people
themselves — at least the property-owning males— made
the decisions. Hundreds of people would gather in the
amphitheater, anyone could speak up, and eventually a
vote would be taken on the issues of the day. In New
England, they used to have town hall meetings that
operated similarly.

Whether an empowered community would make sensein
our modern societies is an open question. Most people

would probably dismisstheideaout of hand, asbeing im-
practical, unworkable, and unwise. How could ordinary
people possibly reach agreement and do a competent job of
governing themselves? How could they even be motivated
to participate in making decisions?

| do not think we can answer such questions. We don't
know whether direct democracy makes sense at the com-
munity level, or exactly how it would work if it does make
sense. However, in the context of localization, thereis
some hope that a process of community empowerment
might evolve, if local people increasingly participatein
managing localization programs.

In the previous section | suggested that involving peoplein
the envisioning process could be away to help localization
to escape from marginalism. Wewill aso be looking at
other synergiesthat would also make localization more
successful.

The more successful the programs become, the more peo-
ple will want to get involved in the programs. And the
more people do get involved in the programs, the more
successful the programs will be. Enabling peopleto get in-
volved, so that their voices matter, is where participatory
processes, ‘wise democracy processes’ if youwill, comein
to play.

If people increasingly participating in such processes, we
can expect that the processes themselves will evolve and
become more effective over time.

Taken al together, there seemsto be anatural feedback
loop that could be expected to push communities toward
the realization of empowerment, once they begin to tap the
synergiesthat are latent within the threads of localization.

[Feedback invited — Richard K. Moore rkm@quaylargo.com ]«

A Discussion on Alternatives to the Status Quo...

Initiated by Gerry Masuda, Duncan BC
VIEWING OUR LEADERS THROUGH

A FILTER

The Elites Behind the Throne (ruling class) set the legidative
agendafor the party in power. Oncethisis done, the focus
shiftsto ensuring the agendais not delayed or derailed.

To achieve this, the Elites need to control leaders of al po-
litical parties, top executives of labour unions and leaders
of popular NGOs by compromising or effectively threaten-
ing them.

| suggest you try an exercise. The next time you have rea-
son to examine/evd uate the actions of aleader, put on ‘this
leader is probably compromised’ glasses. Now examine the
leader’ s actions, or more revealing, the leader’ sinaction on
important issues relevant to the organization’ s purpose. Are
the leader’ s comments/actions appropriate? If they are not
appropriate, why not? Could one reason be that they have
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been compromised?

The use of ‘this|eader is probably compromised’ glassesis
useful in determining whether the leader is doing his/her
job and earning higher salary paid by you.

| challenge you to try it. The results could be very disturb-
ing but enlightening. — Gerry [ gerry.masuda@gmail.com ]

An Alternative to TINA (‘There Is No Alternative’)

I think it isimportant that We the People consider other al-
ternatives than TINA (There IsNo Alternative). Rather than
cutbacks due to falling government revenues, consideration
should be given to clawbacks to offset the drop in revenues.
This clawback would a so reduce the increasing gap be-
tween the rich and poor. | hope that CLAWBACKSNOT
CUTBACKS becomes afighting motto for We the People. |
hope this | etter, if published, generates further |etters.
CONTINUES=
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DEVELOPING CONSCIOUSNESS AS

A WORKING CLASS

Gerry Masuda, Duncan BC

[I don't like the subject title but couldn't come up with
anything better - Gerry]

In Canada, workers overwhelmingly outnumber those
who rely on investments rather than work for their live-
lihood. With one person, one vote, why are not workers
dictating their government’s policies and direction?

| suggest this is because workers have no sense of class
consciousness in a society where we have been manipu-
lated to believeis‘clasdess” Thus most of the working
class vote for the traditional two corporate supported and
controlled Conservative and Liberal parties.

By design of the ‘ruling class,” the NDP party has delib-
erately been made ineffective (by using Trojan Horses
and other means). This ensures that the workers do not
unite, and use their numbers to take over political power.
Should this happen, the worker’ s governing party would
impose socia justice and look after their own and soci-
ety’ s needs and desires - at the expense of the ruling class.

Thus, away of removing the dominance of the current
ruling classisto develop a sense of identity and solidar-
ity within the working class. Oncethisis achieved, We
the People will rightfully take over political power
peacefully.

WHY DON'T WORKERS RULE CANADA?

Why don’'t workers palitically rule Canada? We have the
numbersto do so. Just look to South Americawherethein-
digenous peoples of Venezuda, Balivia, and Brazil, repre-
sent agrowing trend where political power is being taken
over by the more numerous but formerly powerless and
abused indigenous peoples. South Americaisliving proof
that numbers can be trandated into political power.

In ademoacratic system where each individual has one vote,
onewould think that the more numerous workers would
rule their country asin South America. Y et in Canada, the
majority of workers vote for the two traditional parties, that
are both, supported by and provide support to the wealthy
and corporate interests at the expense of We the People.

Why isthis s0? Perhapsit is because We the People lack a
sense of working class consciousness and solidarity. This,

perhaps, can be explained by the deliberate cultivated myth
that we are a classess society where everyoneis equal.
This'divide and rul€e' strategy accounts for the political
power of wedlth at the expense of We the People.

The solution seems simple. It isto develop aworking class
consciousnessin Canada. Our mode could bethe long
suppressed and victimized aboriginalsin South America
who rose to power based on their growing awareness of
their identity, numbers, needs, and pride.

How do we develop aworking class consciousness and
solidarity in Canada? Perhaps we could achieve this
through first clarifying our working class needs, desires,
aspirations and fears.

We the People have to become aware of the political injus-
tice and abuse we are subjected to by the wealthy in Can-
ada. We must become aware that our needs and desires dif-
fer from those of the ‘class of super-wealthy who now
control political power. We must become aware that our
system of government looks after the interests of the super-
wealthy at our expense.

The next step in awarenessis that we the workers of Can-
ada, due to our overwhelming numbers, can take political
power just as the aboriginas have donein South America.
| suggest that we could achieve this by drafting two lists:
what We the People Want and what we Don’'t Want. In de-
veloping the Want and Don't Want Lists, wewould generate
alot of publicity, interest, involvement, and agrowing aware-
nessof our identity, pride, and solidarity asaworking class.
| believe that there would be no need to develop anew
party. The traditional corporate based Conservatives and
Liberals would become historical anomalies. Only the NDP
would remain. However, the new NDP would be adifferent
party. Aninner circle of eiteswithin the party would no
longer develop party direction. The Want and Don’t Want
Lists, devel oped by We the People, would provide direc-
tion, control, and accountability of the party. The party
leader and our elected representatives now become hired
implementers of our Two Lists.
The Two Lists can be the basis for We the People taking
political control of our destinies without creating anew
political party. Comments?

~ Gerry Masuda [ gerry.masuda@gmail.com ]

Comment re CAP, Paul Hellyer, and the need to develop

a working class consciousness
Stephanie McDowall, Nanaimo BC

Wall for what it isworth, hereis my opinion reforming a
new Party.

We areliving in atime where we have been governed by a
succession of corrupt governments that are only fronts for
the Corporations. We are having to contend with a danger-
oudly corrupt mediawhich refusesto cover most important
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issues that Canadians need to know about or they cover is-
suesin very misleading ways. The SPPA was only one ex-
ample. A new Tommy Douglaswould never be allowed to
develop apublic profile today.

The last party to attempt to evolvein Canada and came
close to succeeding was the Canadian Action Party (CAP).
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Under Paul Hellyer's guidance this Party was attracting
good media coverage and was appealing to an increasing
number of Canadians across Canada. Canadians wanted
CAP. Most importantly they had raised considerable money
for their war chest. | believeit was over $IMM. Thiswas a
considerable amount 25 or 30 years ago for the earliest
stages of apolitical party. (I am no longer sure of thetime
frame and am too busy to research this.)

Their success was the cause of their downfall. The "big
guns' came out to destroy CAP because CAP would have
brought about real change to our "system” and especialy
Canada's monetary policies. The big guns succeeded rela-
tively eadily.

| was working as an EA at Queens Park back then and we
al got the gossip from Ottawa. Thisiswhat the gossip was.
First asignificant number of "Young Tories' and "Libera
Y outh" joined CAP. Soon there was all kinds of destructive
infighting taking place at Hellyer's party headquarters.
Supposedly Paul Hellyer wastold that if he did not back off
re hismonetary policies his daughter's life would be endan-
gered.

Hiswar chest money was stolen by unknown people and as
far as1 know was never recovered. | am only guessing here
but I can't see how this could have happened without the
cooperation of one of the chartered banks. | would be very
surprised to learn that a huge amount of money was kept in
asafe at this Party's headquarters.

Paul Hellyer quit the Party & who could blame him? CAP
has never been the same since. Our media ensures it never
will either.

No onewill ever be able to start a new party that would ap-
pedl to any of us. A Party that advocates real change will be
destroyed and pretty damn quickly too.

Asall of the above was gossip, | am forwarding thisto Mr.
Hellyer for hiscommentsif he chooses to respond. Perhaps
all that | heard was hog wash but certainly everyone at

Queens Park believe this happened.

What happened to CAPis extremely tragic for Canadians.
In my opinion, Mr. Hellyer was one of the very few honest
and ethica politicians to appear in the past three decades or
s0. Perhaps the last. Unfortunately what happened will
happen over and over again because we do not livein a
democracy and never have. We have asystem in placeto
prevent populist movements.

It used to be that when the elite felt threatened ...they made
sure Canadians received a bit more of the pieto quiet eve-
ryone down. Now they can't be bothered even with this.
We do need anew Party. A good one, from our point of
view, will never be allowed to really get off the ground.

Another answer isneeded.  ~ Stephanie McDowall

P.S. | wastaking about establishing something NEW. Per-
haps the Refed isthe way to go. | know little about this
Party. | did read what was up on their site though. All po-
litical parties have disappointed me. | have observed that
the name of the game seemsto be gaining power and
looking after personal interests.... such asremaining
elected long enough to collect the pensions.
Perhaps the Refed (BC) would be different. | think CAP
was and their intention was to remain that way. Hellyer
was known for hisintegrity and honesty for a significant
number of years. He had proved himself to the public &
had a very good reputation. No one doubted his decency.
Very few people are thisway anymore, no matter where
one looks for them. People are having to struggle too hard
and end up compromising their principles because they
believe they need to in order to provide for their families
or to achieve a higher standard of living.
| would be supportive of aParty that had the interests of
the mgjority of Canadians at the forefront.
Thatisall | ask.

Stephanie, stephmcdo@telus.net

Comment re bringing people together...

From: Dennis Shaw, Nanaimo BC

Gerry’sorigina theme about the need to bring al the peo-
ple together does not seem to be making much progress
with the group in hisdistribution list. | received two nege-
tive responsesto information | offered about a small posi-
tive action that isgrowing in BC, and of course anegative
reaction is usually the response to any new idea.

But the BC Refederation Party isnot a proposa. The party
was registered 10 years ago and, in spite of the media
blackout, is now the 5th largest party in the province [more
than 50 nominee candidates in the month before the 2009
election, 22 candidates ran, almost 4000 votes)].

The Vander Zalm HST Initiative recently proved that Brit-
ish Columbianswill unite, given a mechanism that allows
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them avote. Thisislikely Gerry’s*“working class con-
sciousness’ at work.

The main BC Refed plank isto give British Columbians the
RIGHT to citizens' initiatives on a permanent basis, and that
iswhy people are starting to send in memberships. What
Refed has said for 10 years hasjust been proven in this Ini-
tiative. The difference in the Refed Direct Democracy Act
isthat the result of referendums and initiatives are BIND-
ING on government.

Fearful talk about a Banker backlash will prevent usfrom
uniting. Better to get behind a positive action that is grow-
ing. Everything starts small. Help Refed run 85 candidates

in 2013. ~ Dennis Shaw, Nanaimo BC
P.S. Read the article on the Refed website - http://refedbc.com
- called "Unlearning" [extract follows, link at the end]
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UNLEARNING - WHAT IS IT ?
[and why is it important to you ?]

Why the growth of Refed is gradual.

And why it is inevitable.

“More powerful than standing armiesisan
idea whose time has come.” - Victor Hugo

The BC Refederation Party’ s website suggests “radical and
outrageous’ facts about the Canadian system of political
control. However, al Refed' sresearch is backed by the
government’ s own documents - it isfact, not opinion.
Before we get to Unlearning, here are some facts
uncovered by BC Refed - [facts, not opinions]:

1. Canada has no condtitution. Politicians use a statute to con-
trol people and cal it acondtitution. They passed that stat-
ute themselves. So they have voted themsalves into power.

2.The central Canadian government is unlawfully congti-
tuted. That is, according to the World Bank’ s definition
of alawful government.

3.The Canadian Supreme Court istherefore dso unlaw-
fully congtituted. An unlawful government has no power
to create alawful court system.

4.The provinces have never confederated. No confederat-
ing document can be produced that is signed by the
provinces and approved by the people. The inherent right
of the people of Canadato choose their form of govern-
ment has never been alowed.

5.BC has no congtitution. A BC statute is used as a constitu-
tion. The BC poaliticians voted the people out of power
when they passed it.

6. The people do not govern themsdves —they areruled. The
only definition of a congtitution that produces democracy
is“A Charter of government deriving its whole authority
from the governed” [Black’s Law Dictionary, 6th Ed]

Thiswhole country is unlawfully governed. However, the

problem can be fixed —the task is not impossible.

Now, Refed’ sfacts appear outlandish if your mind has

been taught from birth to believe that the Canadian system

is democratic.

Refed’ sfacts shock your entire belief system. They stun.

They can’t be true! ? And so before your mind can accept

such facts astrue, your mind must question its own belief

system. What if some of our beliefs really do need to be

“unlearned” ?

The BC Refederation Party cannot cause your mind to
“unlearn”. BC Refed can only present facts, ask questions,
and suggest that your mind re-visit one or two of your as-
sumptions.

Think - who first put ideas into your young mind?

Are we able to question ideas that have gripped our mind
for alifetime? What if some of those ideas were not cor-
rect? Arethoseideasright just because they were put in
your mind first? What if Refed’ sfacts are right? What
should we do about it?

Once unlearning starts to take place, the mind can be unset-
tled, perhaps even uneasy. So much is not what it seemed
to be. “What can a person do?’

Joining others can add confidence to an uneasy mind. A
workable plan is devised by the group. Obstacles are over-
come. Unwanted results are avoided. Leaders appear. The
numbers grow. Action dispelsfear.

The root cause of today’ s messisthe political system. We
should target the system, not any palitician or party or pol-
icy. We see discontent on every side. People are starting to
ask - “Isthisthe only possible political system ? Isthere not
some better way to govern ourselves honestly 7’

BC Refed has designed an honest political system. A clean-
up of our political apparatus will improve the rest of your
life. And our youth and the next generation will also resp
the rewards of your “unlearning”.

To unlearn what others put into your mind in childhood re-
quires asuperior intellect, and intellect has nothing to do
with formal education. Y ou can unlearn and prove your su-
perior intellect if you decideto. If you think that unlearning
isworth atry, and if you want atrue democracy not a
phony democracy, then take another look at the BC Refed-
eration Party. We know that our facts are right. Help us
dart the cleanup. The task seems huge, but you can take the
first step with us.

Be encouraged by this- Rome ruled for 1000 years. The
150 year old Ottawa system isamidget. It can be replaced
by a‘people-approved’ system. BC Refed has made a start.
We can do it. Inevitable. Unlearn. Think Refed.
http://refedbc.com/siteB/UnLearning/page44.html

Dennis Shaw

BC Refederation Party

PO Box 1001, Stn A., Nanaimo, BC V9R 572 &

RESPONSE RE: NEED TO DEVELOP A WORKING CLASS

CONSCIOUSNESS

Dale Perkins, Victoria BC

I will make an attempt at responding to
Gerry’ s note (on Pages18-19).

So far, the extent to which radicals
(progressives —what's the correct term to
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use?) in thisregion can go isto participate in various
movements which emerge continuoudy. These movements
may be about homelessness, or anti poverty strategies, or
any other 'hot button' issue that emerges (eg the G 20
event), but their achilles heel is afew people latch onto =
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aprevailing issue and attempt to influence it to adegree
which satisfies their own political ideology and biases. The
‘hot life' of these movements will only be afew months.
Then another issue arises and the same cadre of activists
latch onto it. Nobody is building base organizations, which
have to be multi-issued and include people who are hot
about their particular issue(s), and who are coached or led
by activists who understand organizing for power. Asthe
late Saul Alinsky said/wrote - any movement that isn't or-
ganized at the grass roots level becomes a 'bowel move-
ment' very quickly. After people have had their big shit
they think they've done everything they can do and move
onto something else. That only deegpens cynicism, and fur-
ther exacerbates political impotence -- and nothing
changes.

No point in blaming the NDP or Unions, because they are
operating indde the palitical context in this country. We are,
after-al, acapitalistic, market-driven society. And | don't see
that serioudy changing in my life-time. Y ou either can be-
comeacynic yoursdf, or decide you will do what you can
with what you've got. The generd population isso wired to
our consumer culture, and dependent on e ectronic media
for their sources of information. Nobody isinterested in
building community any more, but are only interested in
their next hit and sound-bite to give them confidence they
till live on this planet. Facebook and Y outube provide er-
satz community, which lasts only aslong asthe next fart.
But everyone using them know there will be another along
before the morning, so they only have to wait alittle while
before another flavor lands on their doorstep.

Thisisal my perspective, not acritique. Of course | may
be absolutely "out-to-lunch’ and I'm missing something vital
that needs to be given attention and investment of my en-
ergy and time. I'd only be too happy if that were the case.
But | don't seeit now, nor can | make out any signs of
something el se happening that deserves my attention.

Y our suggestion about the "worker's revolt” and their
readiness to be organized is not something | see evidence
of. Mot ‘workers | know are asimprisoned by the con-
sumer bug asthe dite or the "establishment”. Thereisno
class consciousness that I'm aware of. There are only con-
sumers, and those who are restrained from consuming more
because of lack of credit and income. They are not able to
analyze it further because they're wired, asl've said, to the
message brokers messages - that istheir redlity which they
get a steady diet of from all the commercial media outlets
available to them - of which there are legion.

Agan, I'm not interested in blaming the NDP or the unionsfor
thissituation. It's happened insdioudy and continuoudy - and
| don't think adose of palitical dogmatismwill unravd it.

Which leaves me fedling rather despondent and fatalistic. |
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only return to my organizing roots - "do what you can with
what you've got." That means, work with whatever com-
munity groups there are in your region. Be ready and will-
ing to assume leadership responsibilities. Build aliances
with other like-minded individuas who can critique the
situation as you do, and make incremental gains around
popular palitical issues you and others can identify. Side-
line the big critiques and analyses for the local, mundane
issues that command the attention of significant numbers of
people where you live. Participate yoursdlf - not to defend a
particular ideology or analysis, but to sharpen the aware-
ness of the participants asto the principal playerswho are
responsible for this situation. That means taking up issues
that are 'immediate, specific and winnable' and go out there
and win afew, giving an analysis of what happened along
the way. Build on the confidence peopl e have based on
their experience of winning some (so-called) small victo-
ries. And with that see the emergence of a mass-based
power base that has the capacity to tackle bigger issues.
Now we're talking power, and a popular, organized force
that has the capacity to set the social and political agenda of
aregion/province/country. Of course the people in power
will try and co-opt it (whether one of the political parties
around, or some other power structure). So keeping it
steady on agenda and holding to some recognized values,
will be the challenge for the leadership. And findly, redlize
that people will get tired and burn- out will happen. But we
know how to deal with that.

All of thistakes considerable work - time, energy and
money. The people who will be organizing it will need
money to live on - so that hasto be a part of the equation. |
believe they need to be associated with others doing the
same thing - not to become a separate entity, but to learn
and grow in their capacity to participate in making signifi-
cant changes and gains in the society. While not being con-
trolled by this dliance of activists, they will be fed and nur-
tured by it.

Likethe Hopi prayer says - "thetime of the lone
wolf isover™!

| regret going on so long on this. It's obvioudy something |
have considerable passion around. I'd love to see something
like this emerge, and would be willing to dedicate much of
my remaining daysworking on it. However, | don't enjoy
tilting at wind-mills (not Dutch enough | guess) nor bang-
ing my head against awadll. If | don't believe the plan or
proposal has any potential of working | will move onto
something else. So far I'm not convinced the plan to organ-
ize workers, based on aworking class consciousness, has
any potential of working.

That's my take on the situation. ~Bewdl, Dale

Dale Perkins is Coordinator of OrangeForum and a retired
United Church Minister, community organizer & social activist. &
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Reading as an intentional act of citizenship”

Thanks to Lawrence Scanlan for writing this article pub-
lished in the Ottawa Citizen, and to my friend Mark Meal-
ing for passing it on. It's a wake-up call, folks. | encourage
you to spend the five minutes it will take to read thisarticle
asan intentional act of citizenship. [reprinted below] Let
me add that Ursula Frankiin, quoted early inthe article, is
someone for whom | have the highest respect and admira-
tion. ~ Donald Grayston, website:
www.donaldgrayston.ca

A less proud country:

Apathetic Canadians have allowed their
government to trample freedoms -- but
opposition is mounting

By Lawrence Scanlan, [Ottawa] Citizen Special July 28, ‘10
There's been a sea change, a darkening of the political cli-
mate in this country. Thefirst instinct isto discount such
troubling thoughts. So perhaps the view of someone born
elsawhere, but long on our shores, ismore to be trusted.
Ursula Franklin, the celebrated physicist, pacifist, author and
Companion of the Order of Canada, recently spoketo CBC
Radio's The Current. She had survived aNazi death camp

and come to Canada hoping for better. Now 88, Franklinis
"profoundly worried about the absence and erosion of de-
mocracy in Canada." Democracy, | heard her say onthera
dio, isadow and messy process. When Franklin sees cabi-
net ministers holding press conferencesto discusslegida
tion not yet debated in the House of Commons, she sees
that process being skirted. And when she hears the prime
minister saying he does not "trust” the Opposition, she sees
contempt for democracy itself. "Who wantsto liveina
country," Franklin asked, "where those who don't think like
you are deemed untrustworthy ?*

A German reporter here to cover the G20 summit likened
Toronto's wallsto the Berlin Wall and Checkpoint Charlie.
| wasjust in Berlin and the checkpoint these days com-
prises afew sandbags and two "soldiers’ in Second World
War American uniforms posing for tourists cameras. Walls
fall in one place, rise up in another. But surely not here?|..]
READ IN FULL ONLINE: http://tinyurl.com/OCscanlan
Lawrence Scanlan is the author of A Year of Living Gener-
ously: Dispatches from the Front Lines of Philanthropy. It was
published by Douglas & Mcintyre in May 2010. «

Erik Andersen, Economist

What isthe evidence of Canada’'s
democr atic deficit?

* From the Chief of BC First Nationson
"Early Edition" aclear statement that progress in securing
settlements from our governments has only been possible
by taking theissuesinto a court of law.

* Successful intervention against a gas electricity genera-
tion facility at Duke Point only achieved after winning the
right to bring the proposal before area court of law.

* A measurable advancement in Alexandras efforts to alter
the practice of using open pensfor salmon production
when she and her supporters were successful in having a
feature of this arrangement heard in acourt of law.

* Senator Larry Campbell publicly noting on Sunday that
the only recourse open to victims of capricious decisions by
the Idands Trust isto go to the courts.

* The Fight the HST team having to launch alegd action
because the Government of British Columbiadid not deem
it necessary to have legidative authority to strike the HST
agreement with the Federal Government.

Thislist isbut asmall sample of the actions Canadians
have had to resort to in defense against the bullying and
narrow interest conduct of our various governments.

Erik Andersen
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“Prévoyance”

Observations from Erik Andersen, Gabriola Island BC
Canada's Democratic Deficit

There must be a better remedy than a constant parade to our
courts but the moral and democratic deficits remain the
challenge. ~ Erik

* * *

AGREEMENT GROWS THAT PENSION CRISIS
NEEDS PUBLIC SOLUTION, by Ish Theilheimer:
Most Canadians face insecure retirement, with poverty

for many seniors. Article available online at:
www.publicvalues.ca/ViewArticle.cfm?Ref=00681
Comment from Erik:

The discussions in Ottawa and the work underway at CARP
and by the NDP are very worthy and much needed. Thereis
however aproverbia "elephant " in the room that folks are
just not reckoning with.

This spring the Fraser Ingtitute delivered areport on taxa
tion in Canada (by Niels Veldhuis and Milagros Palacios).
The magjor finding for me was that the taxation vector is
crippling every other aspect of life in Canada. The record
shows that taxes have increased in Canada at afaster rate
than other mundane items such as the budgets for food,
clothing and shelter. Taxesin 1961 took 33% of the aver-
age income of Canadians. By 2009 this proportion hasin-
creased to 42%.

For individua Canadians, honestly trying to save money
(Ieft over after paying living costs and more importantly
taxes) for their retirement, it has been an uphill battle with
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governments titling the dope againgt them.

Inadequate pension incomes for alarge and growing pro-
portion of the population is atroubling socid issue. There-
cord of pension account mismanagement coupled with the
involuntary aspect of taxation makes the task ahead even
more difficult than it should be.

The present NDP suggestion to increase the involuntary
contributions is agood example of the contradictory think-
ing imbedded in this discussion. Thereisa"crankiness'
with Canadians these days that has been manifesting itself
by the support for the "Fight the HST" campaign and the
public's outrage at the unwillingness of MPsto subject
themselves to an audit by Sheila Fraser. In economics and
taxation literature there is a condition described by the
"Laffer Curve'. It isalinear representation of the success
or otherwise of collecting tax revenues. The important
point here isthat thousands of years of experience estab-
lishesthat there is apoint on the curve where using the law
(extortion by another name) to increase tax collection turns
out to be where the opposite happens and total taxes col-
lected fdl off. The big debate iswhereisthat point; not that
thereisno such apoint. The anti-HST campaign is probably
one of the best pieces of contemporary evidence that Cana-
dians (or at least British Columbians) have decided we have
gone past that point even though folks like Premier Camp-

bell do not like to be defied in their quest for even more tax
revenues and not because of need but because of want.

* * *
Sinister Financial Vectors at BC Hydro
Written by Erik Andersen - Tuesday, 17 August 2010
An Economic Analysis of the Impact of the Campbell
Private Power Policy on the Financial Health of BC Hydro.
Asthe evidence of need for more electricity in BC is not
apparent, the aggressive borrowing/investing/contracting
with IPPsis plain wrong. It isimprobable that the BC Hy-
dro team are “financidl illiterates’ so there must be some

other explanation; hence the word “sinister”.

Read online at: http://thecanadian.org/
* X %

Note to Richard Priestman re article
that follows on Canadian banking (below):
It would be interesting to have the opinion of aknowledge-
able person on the probability of the government's chances
of recovering control of the monetary systemin Canada. In
the USit is zero as President Kennedy's nation dem-
ongrated. | hope there isto be agood quality video made
of Paul Hellyer's presentation that will be posted on the
internet before any interference is possible.

Erik Andersen &

The problem of money creation and control is enormous

From Richard Priestman, Kingston ON
To friends of monetary and banking reform:
[EXTRACT] JUNE 6, 2010: On May 29 | sent out anotice
about Paul Hellyer speaking on monetary and banking re-
form at Trinity-St. Paul's Church, June 18. We learned after
the notice was sent that the 2010 Peopl€e’ s Summit, civil
society’ s dternative “ counter Summit” to the G8/G20
summit, begins the same evening and runs for the whole
week-end. Paul did not want to go "head-to-head" with the
Summit so it was decided to cancel the meeting a St. Paul's
Church. Subsequently, Paul was invited by Marya Folins-
bee, Coordinator for the Summit, to speak a the Summit
along with George Crowe | and Sydney White. There will
be some similaritiesin their presentations, but they will not
beidentical. [..]
Canadians concerned about the creation and control of money
(wanted) to see thisissue get as much publicity as possible
prior to the G20 meeting becauseit isafundamenta problem
affecting al government policy decisions. Three changesto
our financial system are needed namely, *reduce* the
money created by commercia banks,
*increase* the money created by government, and
*re-instate* reserve requirements for the commercia

banks.

The problem of money creation and control is enormous.
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Canadians paid $170-million per day (over $62-hillion) in
2008/09 in unnecessary interest on federal, provincia and
municipal debt. The cost for 2009/10 and subsequent years
will likely be higher. These costs are reflected in taxes,
fees, cut-backs in public services such as education and
medicare, training and support of laid-off workers and dete-
rioration of infrastructure such as roads, sewers, water
lines, affordable housing and the environment. Moreim-
portantly, government indebtedness to private financiers
givesthat sector undue influence on government policy
leading to decisionsthat benefit the interests of the private
sector foremost rather than that of the community asa
whole.

If you are enjoying this EXTRACT of our
August-September Issue and would like to
subscribe to the 60-page printed magazine

(or to receive a complimentary copy —
mailed to any mailing address in Canada),
please see P.33 or contact dialogue:

Email: dialogue@dialogue.ca
Tel. 250-758-9877

Mail: 6227 Groveland Drive
Nanaimo, BC V9V 1B1

EXTRACT

www.dialogue.ca



Language in Canada
“Hold your fire, English is in retreat,” - William Johnson

By Kim Lian McConnell, Ottawa

Nobody has fought harder than William Johnson for the
rights of the English-speaking Quebecer. Like Howard
Galganov and many other English-speaking Quebecers,
William Johnson has had to give up and join the largest
peace-time exodus of agroup of people from the linguiti-
cally oppressive regime in Quebec. They are ill fighting
from outside Quebec & we have to applaud them for con-
tinuing to do so. Unlike alot of other people who have
given up and either refuse to speak up or they’ ve become
victims of the Stockholm Syndrome who are now extolling
the virtues of the Official Languages Act — the most blatant
attempt to gppease the rabid French-language zedlots outside
Quebec. | count amongst them people like Graham Fraser
who is determined to continue pushing for therights of the
French-speakers outside Quebec but will do absolutely
NOTHING for the beleaguered English-speakers of Quebec.

The excuse given isthat the French language is under threat
— even dfter they' ve totally reduced the English-speakersto
3rd class status, they are till demanding that more has to
be done to further humiliate the English-speakers and make
them pay for their version of history i.e. the land was " sto-
len” from them. The Socidists of course (Liberals, NDP &
the BQ/PQ) take advantage of the philosophy in vogue that
colonialism iswrong and therefore Britain is“bad” for hav-
ing won the battle of conquest in Canada. Thisis so pa-
thetic that | don’t even know how any self-respecting So-
cialist can gtill be naive enough to continue to believe this
and rail against colonialism, practiced by ALL groups of
people throughout history. The only difference between
Britain & Franceisthat the latter was afailed colonial
power & Britain was the most successful one. Thisexplains
the overwhelming power of the English language, the lan-
guage of the conqueror in many parts of the world. It isjust
apity that we have allowed our collective guilt to disarm us
and make us unwilling to fight back, even with over-
whelming evidence that the policy to force Canadiansto
embrace the French language is atotal failure.

Our organization has taken on the task of fighting for the
rights of English-speakers OUTSIDE Quebec, not to allow
the pathetic battle cry of “we're being assimilated” to ex-
cuse our governments (al levels) in their continual attempts
to force English-speakers to accept 2nd class status, based
on their inability to master a dying language, only kept
aive by the use of legidative force.

My question is—why isthe average Canadian so unwilling
to admit that thisis a battle for the future of our children
and grandchildren? I s this the innate optimism of people
that their children will master the French language if they
just send them to French Immersion? This programisa
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failure—only avery small proportion of Canadians will be-
come fluent enough to pass the French language tests at the
government level where English-speakers have to write a
test much harder than the English-language tests given to
French-speakers.

Apart from that, why have we allowed a*“conquered” na-
tion to dictate to us the terms under which we haveto live
in ademocratic country populated by amgority speaking

the language of the conqueror? ~ Kim
Canadians for Language Fairness
P.O. Box 40111, Bank & Hunt Club Postal Outlet
2515 Bank St., Ottawa, ON, K1V 0W8
Tel (613) 321-7333 / Email: clfi@bell.net
Website: www.languagefairness.ca

Hold your fire, English is

INn retreat

While political parties compete to trample
the rights of school children, few have
noticed that French is thriving in Quebec
By William Johnson, Ottawa Citizen Special June 10, 2010
[EXTRACT] The government of Jean Charest is enacting a
new law to further strangle English schooling in Quebec.
But acodition including the Parti Québécois, the Bloc
Québécois and the New Democratic Party denounced the
bill Monday on the grounds that it doesn't go far enough.
They dl signed a statement calling on the Quebec govern-
ment to invoke the "notwithstanding” clause of the Charter
to override what the Supreme Court of Canada declared
last October to be acongtitutional right: to have accessto
English public schooling after demonstrating a serious
commitment to the English language while attending an
unsubsidized English school.

Monday, NDP leader Jack Layton was asked during a
scrum: "Isthis merely the position of Mr. (Outremont MP
Thomas) Mulcair or isit the party's?' Layton answered:
"No, no, it'sthe position of the party." Under Jack Layton,
the NDP increasingly dignsits policies on language and se-
cession with those of the two separatist parties.

Premier Charest last week introduced in the Nationd As-
sembly Bill 103, which would require aminimum of three
yearsin select unsubsidized English schools before the
right to transfer to public English schools could even be
considered. But that would just start the inquisition, case by
case, to examine such other factors as what language the
family speaks at home, what language siblings were
schooled in and other <till unspecified matters. [..]

Why is Quebec's palitical class so intent on erecting barri-
ers around English schools? The usual reason givenis that,

in Quebec, the survival of French isthreatened. |[..]
READ IN FULL ONLINE: http://tinyurl.com/OCjohnson &
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My fellow Canadians, | thought |
would take a column off since nothing
seems to be going on other than the
summer reruns, so | am putting my
thoughts in short verse (with apologies
to Larry Vaincourt):

It’s summer, July and now what have we got?
The weather, for one, has been hotter than hot.
And yet all going on has gone on here before.

Isit any wonder why all seems a bore?

Tiger Woods, for example, is back in the news.

We have heard the pro-Tiger and pro-Elin views.
WEe ve waited years for Tiger to have something to say---
And now that he has, we wish he’d go away!

July 1st isthe day hockey players become “free”.

To play anywhere they want to, and sign contracts with glee.
To some, teams decide they ask more than they’ re worth,
But to others, these guys could mean a Cup fina birth!

Of courseg, this is happening to basketball too.

| find the whole “will he or won't he”” cute, don't you?
Y et Toronto once more loses its best, brightest youth.
Just like Halladay last year----it hurts, right? The truth?

Speaking of the Blue Jays, need we wonder why

They play meaningless baseball though it's only July?

For that matter, we have four teams---which would
you choose?

It'sa“city of champs” but all we do islose???

Of course, now we hear at the G20, police

Arrested many people (not the right ones!)---will
wonders never cease?

Amazing: to get it right, they’ll ignore most facts,

And manage to BOTH under and OV ERreact!

Not only police carrying guns we fear.

Apparently language copsin BC are here!*

Not to be outdone, officials in NB silenced the voice
Of awoman who requested English as her choice!**

I’'m amused that the States and Russia still play spy,

“From Down the 401"

Lou Israel, Toronto
As the 20th century passes them by.

What aquaint old idea, eavesdropping on your friends,
Wiretapping, false arrests, searches...who knows

where it ends?

Don't get me wrong, soccer fans have every right to cheer
For any country they wish as they hoist one more beer.
But seeing every country’s flag at the World Cup
But a dearth of Canadian ones just makes me throw up!

In the US, Republicans have an answer that’s so
Conducive to solving all their problems. It's “NO!”
Just remember that most of the troubles they’rein
Come from previous presidents, who ALL had white skin!

No column’s complete without mentioning BP.

Oil spill in the Gulf as far as you can see.

Do you want to choke their CEO, yelling “PLEASE!!!

Have you idiots learned NOTHING from the Exxon
Valdez???

Asif there wasn't enough to distrust governments' acts,

Now with HST comes aweird " eco tax”.

And if THAT’ S not enough, Stewardship Ontario lied!

They said to premier McGuinty, “This tax you
should hide!”

Asfor me, the job situation is once again murky.

| could be working comefall, or be dead like smoked turkey.
But not thinking about that for now, cuz it’s summer,
And worrying about work isjust SO such a bummer!

So I’'m going to concerts and comedy shows

And performing myself, when it’s called for—who
knows?

Because sometimesin life all it takes is one break,

So if opportunity knocks, it's that chance you must take!

There are no Laurels this month, but just cause he’ s dive,

I’ll give one to my father, who turns 85!

Asto the rest of you, be well, may you all,

And be the universe willing, I’'ll see you in the fall!

* See story at http://unambig.com/tag/deb-reynolds/

** You can be arrested for REQUESTING English (P.28)
Your Fellow Canadian, Lou Israel «

QUEBEC NOTEBOOK

Montreal filmmaker exposes Quebec’s persistent tribal sensitivities

Peter Sauvé, Montreal QC

JULY 15,2010, MONTREAL — To listen to the usual Canada
Day propaganda emanating from the usual circlestrying to
pretend we' re a happily united country, you'd never have
expected that an undeniably-obvious truth uttered by a
Montreal filmmaker could dicit such wrath from Quebec’s
allegedly-distinct society.
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And if you needed any reminding that the image of Quebec
propagated daily by the cBC is highly filtered, Canadian
bridge-building propaganda produced at your expense, then
consider the latest reality check —and 20 years post-Meech,
a that.

At the recent Los Angeles release of his new film, The
Trotsky, 30-year-old English Montreder Jacob Tierney
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made an obvious comment about Quebec’ s film industry to
alaPresse reporter covering the event. “ Quebecois cinema
iswhite, white, white,” he said, noting it hastypically ig-
nored anglophones, immigrants and members of other eth-
nic communities (most of whom livein Montreal).

Asmost here know, Quebec’ sfilm industry is highly vi-
brant and highly Quebec-nationdist. Like Quebec's bu-
reaucracy, teaching profession, unions and media, one
would berather hard-pressed to find referendum-era No-
voters among its membership. True to form, it’s popul ated
largely by the type of whiner that bemoans Quebec’ s sup-
posedly-threatened French culture, yet participatesin anin-
dustry that, arguably, puts English Canada s output to
shame.

Cyberspace went “baligtic,” Montreal Gazette film critic
Brendan Kelly notes, “with afrightening number of folks
firing up their computers to deluge media outlets with some
reprehensible attacks on this genial, talented, fluently bilin-
gua” Montreder. “Way too many ethnic insults [were]
launched Tierney’ sway,” with enough of those attacking
his Jewish roots.

“Those are indeed fighting words, but you know what?
He's absolutely right,” Kelly says. “I have seen and re-
viewed virtualy every major Quebec movie rel ease over
the past 15 years and, sadly enough, the vast majority of
these filmsfail to reflect what everyday lifeislike herein
Montred. “Multiculturalismisadirty word in certain fran-
cophone circles here, but the redlity isthat few Montreaders
livein aworld that is 100-percent white and francophone.
That's agood thing, by the way.”

Curioudly, you never hear aword of English uttered in
Montreal-shot French films, Kelly notes. “The one notable
exception was the bilingua hit Bon Cop Bad Cop... That's
because Bon Cop, the top-grossing Canadian film ever on
its home turf, was produced by an anglo, who just happens
to be Jacob Tierney’sdad, Kevin Tierney.”

Tierney speaks perfect French, incidentally, and could do
very well elsawhere but lives and worksin Montrea “ be-
cause he loves hishometown,” Kelly adds. “And, in films
like The Trotsky and the upcoming Notre Dame de Grace,
he's made a point of casting francophone actors, to under-
linethat he understandsit isn't just an anglo world herein
Montreal.

“And what does he get for that? He' stold to go back to the
West Idand. Pathetic.”

There are two other pointsto take away from this story.
Firg, Kelly'sforthrightnessis, regrettably, not typical of
The Gazette' s limp editoria and opinion-page treatment of
Quebec issues. Perhaps that’ swhy the daily’ s circulation
numbers are consi stently low.

Second, had Jacob Tierney made the same remarks about
the English-Canadian film industry (not that he' d have any
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reason to do so, of course), the CBC would have jumped al
over the story. Instead, the CBC buries this truth about your
Canadian mosaic, but continues to run such exclusionist
French Quebec films on its English network. All to pro-
mote so-called Canadian values. At your expense.
Pathetic, indeed.

* k% %
Meet the new boss, same asthe old boss...Premier Jean
Charest’s Quebec Libera government has come up with its
response to the Supreme Court of Canada’ s decision
againgt its Bill 104, alaw that tried to block more children
from attending English school even though their sub-group
would have been deemed digible to attend them after pay-
ing for and attending private English school for one yesr.

Bill 103, the Charest Liberal response to the softball deci-
sion — Canada s politically-correct Supreme Court failed to
strike down such obvious apartheid-like discrimination —
now requires the sub-group of children eligibleto go the
private-school route to pay for private schooling for three
years before becoming eligible to attend English public
schoal.

And yes, English private-school tuitionsarejust ashighin
Quebec asthey are dsewhere— proving that, in the real
Canada and Quebec, there' s one law for therich, and an-
other for the poor.

This must leave heroic Montredl civil-rights lawyer Brent
Tyler, who successfully challenged the Quebec government
before the court on limited funds, scratching his head about
justice in Canada.

Montreal historian Sam Allison has no problem seeing
what the Supreme Court cannot. In arecent letter to

The Gazette, Allison notes Bill 103 further diminishes
citizenship rights.

“Supporters of Bill 101 in 1977 claimed that the primacy of
the French language would settle future linguistic disputes
and that there would be no need to take any further ‘ hu-
miliating’ actions. In redlity, Bill 101 was merely afirst
step to an endless series of even harsher measures.

“Thanksto Bill 101 and the Canadian Charter of Rights,
we now have a bewildering mosaic of educational rights
that change according to acitizen's ancestry, parental edu-
cation, and province of habitation,” he adds.

Allison’ suse of the terms “ancestry” and “parental educa
tion” are noteworthy. Both are closg, if not interchangeable,
with the criterion of one’sblood lines. And on€' s blood
lines were exactly what the South African regime of apart-
heid based its discriminatory practices upon.

Thus, Canada' s support for Quebec’ s language laws, rein-
forced in Canada’ s defense of them in our United Nations
international-treaties compliance reports, differslittle from
South Africa s earlier practice of apartheid.
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“ Citizenship should confer equal rightsto all people all
of thetimein all of Canada,” Allison says. “It issurely
time for the Supreme Court, the Office of the Commis-
sioner of Official Languages, and the federal Parliament at
least to criticize Quebec's actions.”

Right, Professor. But from Harper to Ignatieff to Layton to
May, that will never happen in today’ s Canada. Our pre-
tense of national unity cannot exist without such hypocrisy.
Peter Sauvé, Montreal
Comments?... To contact the Notebook, write to
gquebecnotebook@hotmail.com «

Asbestos Mining in Quebec

Charlie Fillmore, London ON

On 29 June 2010, the CBC nationa news broadcast a story
on future degp-mining for asbestos in Quebec, namely in
the aptly named town of Asbestos.

The CBC interviewer told the viewers that representatives
from the Jeffrey mine in Asbestos were negotiating with
the Quebec government for aloan of $58 million so that
they could deep mine ashestos. (They have almost ex-
hausted the easy-to-reach deposits.)

The sale of ashestos in Canada has been banned for hedlth
reasons, such as lung cancer, and the substance has and il
does cut short the lives of many ailing, sick and fragile Ca
nadians.

The CBC noted that the Canadian Cancer Society has writ-
ten to our government, stating that some 90,000 lives are
lost yearly around the world and requesting that Canada
ban the export of this deadly product. Also, 15 doctorsfrom
around the world have written to our government request-
ing the same ban.

The mayor of Asbestos was interviewed regarding ashbestos
mining and he said it will provide 450 full-time jobsin As-
bestos. He also said that it is up to governments receiving
this product to ensurethat it is handled safely.

We aso have our Prime Minister flogging this dead horse.
Quoting from an article in the Toronto Star, 2010-06-06,
written by Kathleen Ruff, a senior human rights adviser to
the Rideau Indtitute; “ Economically, theindustry isonits
deathbed. Thelast two asbestos mines (the Jeffrey mine
and the Black Lake mine in Quebec) are both under bank-
ruptcy protection, have almost exhausted their ashestos de-
posits, have dashed the wages of remaining workers and
seen saes plummet by 50 percent in the last decade. But
theindustry is counting on Premier Jean Charest and Prime
Minister Stephen Harper to rescue it.

“Prime Minister Harper has promised to provide interna-
tiona political protection to stop the industry being regu-
lated; Harper isthe only Western political leader and the
only national Canadian leader to support asbestos.

“Harper has given the industry his commitment that, as
long as heis Prime Minister of Canada, he will support ex-
port of asbestos and will block a United Nations environ-
mental agreement, the Rotterdam Convention, so asto pre-
vent chrysotile ashestos from being put on alist of hazard-
ous substances, as repeatedly requested by the convention’s
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export body.”

| have written to Prime Minister Harper asking him to
please stop thisterrible export which resultsin so much
suffering and death.

| also sent copiesto Premier Jean Charest and five other
federal politicians.

So far, | have received two responses. One was positive; it
was from Irene Mathyssen, M.P., London—anshawe.
Thank you Irene. | do not expect areply from the Prime
Minister because he or his representatives do not reply to
negative letters. So much for democracy in Canada.

Does B.C. Liberal Candidate Dan
Veniez - talk out of both sides of
his mouth?

Didi Miesen, Montreal

I've been blogging my little heart out on the same 'language
bulls...t, etc. and have gone further into taking a good long
look at al the 'Laws our lawmakers are breaking. Kind of
fell into that - looking at something else... found a can of
worms... that opened... multiple 'containers of worms, sigh.
Inany event - | had sent an 'Open Letter' to Dan Veniez...
about the language laws, etc. and | hope you'l take a peek -
at what kind of candidate - the man who claims he hasthe
'gutsto discuss politically incorrect issues on his campaign
steetc. Herésthelink: www.bullbullet.com &

Religious rights in Quebec

Kenneth T. Tellis, Mississauga On

| was hot surprised at dl at the decision by Quebec Superior
Court Justice Gérard Dugré sruling finding that the imposi-
tion of the province-wide ethics and religion course on a pri-
vate Catholic school “totalitarian” and uncongtitutional.

Whileit may be avictory for LoyolaHigh School the Jesuit
boys school in Montredl, it may not stop the Charest gov-
ernment from appealing the court decision handed down by
Justice Gérard Dugré.

Mr. John Charest is venturing into an areawell outside his
political expertise. What he attempting to do is mix his
tempora power with spiritua rights? If | may add further,
today June 22, 2010 isthe 236th Anniversary of the Que-
bec Act which guaranteed Roman Catholic in Quebec their
religious rights. Now we have a Quebec politician of such a
low calibre as John Charest who is bent on removing rights
accorded by the Quebec Act some 236 years later.

EXTRACT www.dialogue.ca



OQLA announces 12th success for bilingual signage in Quebec

The Office Québécois de lalangue anglaise (OQLA) is
pleased to announce that we have achieved our 12th suc-
cess. At the request of the OQLA, 12 companies have now
added bilingual signage to their stores.

In addition, we have counselled over one hundred indi-
viduals on English language rightsin Quebec.

The OQLA iscommitted to preserving and promoting the
English language in Quebec and ensuring that the English
language does not become extinct, al in accordance with

the laws of Quebec.

Visit our website: www.ogla.org &

NEWS FROM NEW BRUNSWICK
Bathurst reverses decision on Anglo Society Flag

From Kim Lian McConnell, CLF, July 21, 2010

July 21, 2010: My last message congratul ated the Bathurst
Council for allowing the Anglo Society ONE day to fly
their flag (shown below). The local papers (Times & Tran-
script, http://tinyurl.com/TT1132675 ) and the CBC
(http://tinyurl.com/CBCbathurst ) ran articles on this break-
through for the English-speakers.

Then the French-speakers and the English-speakers who ob-
jected to the message on the Anglo Society website mounted
aprotest. The CBC was flooded with messages saying that
the Bathurst Council made a mistake and they had to reverse
their decison. Four days later —they did!!! The Anglo Soci-
ety (http:/Amww.asnb.ca/) was deemed to be anti-French.

| read through dl the messages on the feedback and it seems
that the Acadian society isalegitimate community but the
Anglo society isnot because it does not represent a cohesive,
cultural community. The Acadian Society can usetheir De-
portation Story, way back in higtory, to legitimize their cur-
rent, tax-payer-funded, specid-interest satus, but the Anglo
Society isnot dlowed to fight against the discrimination
brought about by the Official Languages Act, which clearly
works against the unilingual English-spesker. They are writ-
ten off as an anti-French protest group that does not represent
the English-speaking New Brunswicker.

Does this prove that the French-speakers & their pro-status
English-speskers are better organized and can mount anois-
ier protest that forced the councillorsto reverse their original
decison?| believeit does. Not enough English-speaking
New Brunswickers care enough to even come to the defence
of the Anglo Society! Arethe English-speaking mgjority a
beaten lot who have accepted that the French have the right

to impose the French language on them? Y ou bet!!!

When Premier Leonard Jones tried to protest againgt the of-
ficid bilingua status of New Brunswick, he was atacked by
the French-language students. Like in Quebec, it took the
violent protests by the French-extremists that forced the Eng-
lish-gpeakersto back down and look what has happened to
Quebec. The English-speakers left the provincein droves
and Quebec is now a French-only bastion that is economi-
caly unable to support itsalf. The recipient of huge transfer
& equdlization payments —mainly from English-spesaking
Rest (Mogt) of Canada.

New Brunswick isin the same boat and don't tell methat it
is not suffering from the same malady as Quebec!!! - Kim

Comment from Rob Brown, (CAB)

Canadians Against Enforced Bilingualism:

How long will this Stuation continue? Given that officia
discrimination costsalot of money, | believe the answer is:
"Asmany years aswe keep paying for it". Theday the aver-
age Canadian getsfed up and says "I'm not paying for this
discrimination anymore', isthe day it will end. Pleaseread
on for further details of how an Anglophone group has been
denied theright to fly itsflag, while Francophone groups are
actudly funded by the same government.

At least remember what the flag looks like. [P.60] Remem-
ber, you paid for the government to deny ustheright to fly it.

Comment from Lou Israel:

Obvioudly the French are more important than the English.
How silly of usto demand equal time. Shame on us. Let us
bow before our French-speaking superiors.

Excuse me, | feel my last meal iscoming back up.... &

NEW BRUNSWICK: Blacks Harbour Mayor Terry James launches
campaign as People’s Alliance candidate

From Art MacKay, artmackay@panb.org

Charlotte West Isles, July 28, 2010: Terry James, the popu-
lar mayor of Blacks Harbour was confirmed Wednesday
evening asthe official candidate for New Brunswick’s
newest political party, People’ s Alliance of New Bruns-
wick (PANB). Today she announced the launch of her cam-
paign with an invitation to her first riding rally, to be held at
the Eastern Charlotte Lion’s Club in Pennfield on July 31st.
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“Everyone who knows me, knows | attack the issueson
behalf of the people | represent. Whether it isjobs, educa-
tion, health care, ferry service, property taxes, rura trans-
portation, water use, or infrastructure, | have been fighting
hard for years on behalf of my constituentsin Blacks Har-
bour. Now | intend to win a seat in the New Brunswick
Legidature so that | can bring my experience and =
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passion to bear on behalf of all the citizens of (the riding of)
Charlotte-The 1des. Whether you are from the mainland
towns or villages, our beautiful rura areas, Deer Idand, or
Grand Manan, thisisyour chance to change our future for
the better.” Terry said. “So please come out to therally on
Saturday to hear my stand on issues here in Charlotte-The
Isles and, most importantly, to have your say about how we
should navigate into the future.”

PANB Leader Kris Austin can't say enough about Terry
James. “Look,” hesaid, “when | first met Terry | wasredly
impressed with her energy, enthusiasm, and knowledge.
But when | heard her speak at one of our conventions and
later on Tom Y oung’'s program on Radio 88.9, | knew we
had awinner. I’'m coming to the raly a Pennfield on Sat-
urday in full support of Terry James and to let her congtitu-
ents know what the Peopl€e' s Alliance of New Brunswick
Party standsfor, how it will bring democracy back to our
province and how we will support Terry and her people.
We need Terry Jamesin Fredericton and so do the folksin
Charlotte-The I1des.”

Terry James wasfirst elected Mayor of the Village of
Blacks Harbour in 2004, and was re-elected in 2008. Sheis

well known for her strong work ethic and afighting spirit
that has garnered some critics. Terry’ sresponse? “My role
is not one of popularity, it is one of getting the job done for
the people of Blacks Harbour. Today | realize that the job
isn't getting done by our current local representation in
Fredericton and | want to go there to get the job done for
everyonein Charlotte-Theldes!” [..]

Read more under Candidates: at www.panb.org

The People' s Alliance of New Brunswick isthe newest
officia political party in New Brunswick. As opposition to
the sale of NB Power to Hydro Quebec grew, more and
more people were discussing how the peopl€' s resources
and assets could be protected for future generations. It was
out of these discussions that the concept of a new democ-
ratic party was born that represents the votersfirst through
aFreeVote by their MLA, transparency, and ethics. Grow-
ing rapidly, PANB acquired officia statusin afew short
weeks and new riding associations and candidates are com-
ing forward weekly. [PHOTO of Terry James on P.60]
Contact & additional information is available at: www.panb.org

Leader: krisaustin@panb.org/ Tel. 506-327-3789 (Art Mac-
kay); Exec. Dir.: sterlingwright@panb.org/ &

NB: Request for service in English results in criminal sentence

From Kim Lian McConnell, www.languagefairness.ca
| was contacted by thislady who livesin New Brunswick,
the only officialy bilingua provincein Canada. | guess by
now that most Canadians know that when a government
department is staffed by “bilingual” public servants, they
usualy end up being a person whose primary languageis
French. The public service hiring policy is very pro-French
because it isaproven fact that it iseasier for a French-
speaker to learn English than the other way around - please
check it out at thislink: http://tinyurl.com/PSCtb16

Thisisher gtory: “| called agovernment office regarding
subsidized housing as| am on limited income and have
health issues. The woman who was placed in charge of my
case was a Francophone. | am a unilingual-Anglophone
and found her French accent very difficult to understand so
| asked her if | could be served by an Anglophone. She was
very irate with me, telling me there were NO Anglophones
in the department and that there was no need for meto re-
quest service from an English-spesaker as she was perfectly
bilingua and could speak both languages well.

“So | complained to her supervisors, both of whom were
Francophones and asked if | could be served in the lan-
guage of my choice— English that | could understand. It
was fully and clearly expressed to me that my choice was
to accept the representative | was given or settlefor no as-
sistanceat dl. | explained that | could not understand her so
she hung up on me and refused to assign someone else to
my case and | was |eft with no one to service me. | then
made severa callsto her office—all of which were refused
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by this particular person. She also refused to return any of
the many messages |eft on her answering machine. | didn't
threaten her in any way, | only expressed my displeasure at
her service.

“Shetook my complaintsto her two French supervisors who
recommended that she contact the police and charge me with
making nuisance calls. | believethat it was cleverly arranged
thisway by her and her supervisorsto set me up. | received
NO warning from them whatsoever, either verbdly or in
written form, that they would be contacting the police.

“| was dragged to court at least four times. It waslike the
battle between David and Goliath. Their side was very well
represented. | was refused legal aid (even though | am un-
ableto retain alawyer) and was bullied by the systeminto
pleading guilty. Had | been assigned a public defender |
never would have pleaded guilty.

“Thiswhole orded was very stressful for me both physicaly
and mentdly. | had never been in trouble with the law before
and was in astate of shock that this could happen to some-
onein Canada. Theday | received my sentence of oneyear
probation and athree-year crimina record wastheday | lit-
erdly died indde. | admitted mysdif to apsychiatric ward be-
cause | was 0 depressed — | even considered taking my life.

“1 believe, as do many others, that my being dragged
through this horrible ordeal was nothing short of the actions
of afew extremist Francophones wanting to exert their
government-given power and put what they perceived to be
an unruly Anglophonein her place.”  [From Kim, CLF ]&
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Sometimes individual letters achieve results (or at least promises)!

From Steve Stevens, Nanaimo BC

Theresponse (below) shows that my letter to Museums
Canada in Gatineau has not been in vain. (Also a similar
reply fromLibrary & Archives, Ottawa.) We will now have
to wait to seeif they keep to their word. With luck, my ef-
fortswill have been worthwhile. - Steve

Letter from the Canadian Museum of
Civilization / Canadian War Museum
(Gatineau/Ottawa)

Dear Mr. Sevens.

Thank you for your compliments on the exhibition Acres of
Dreams and for your observation about the text panels. Y ou
point iswell taken and will be kept in mind as we develop
new exhibitions. The exhibition was initially designed for
presentation at the Canadian Museum of Civilization lo-
cated in Gatineau, Quebec. In accordance with the Federal

Identity Program, the text panels were prepared with the
French above or to the left of the English. Unfortunately,
the exhibition was sent on tour “asis,” leading to the prob-
lem you identified when Acres of Dreams was presented in
Nanaimo.

Asanationa ingtitution, we strive to make our exhibitions
relevant, engaging and accessible to as many Canadians as
possible. We therefore appreciate your feedback. Y our
comment has been passed along to our exhibition team to
avoid similar situationsin future.

Sincerely, Dr. Victor Rabinovitch, President and CEO

Canadian Museum of Civilization/Canadian War Museum
(Gatineau/Ottawa) «

BC RAIL SCANDAL ~ and other (Federal) Scandals...

BACKGROUND: Police raided the BC Legislature on Dec. 28, 2003. Government employees charged: Dave Basi, Bobby
Virk, Aneal Basi (BCRail), and Dave Basi (Sooke A.L.R.). Some confusion caused by Justice MacKenzie (her publication
ban over the BC Rail Corruption trial - not requested by Defence or Crown - and her promotion [on April 26, 2010] ). Trial

adjourned July 7 until Sept. 13, 2010, for two-month summer recess... - BC Mary (LINK TO WEBPAGE AT THE END)

Democracy in Canada Under Attack
Associate Chief Justice Anne MacKenzie of the B.C. Supreme Court
and the Insane Publication Ban on B.C Rail Scandal Matters

Robin Mathews, Vancouver BC [July 15, 2010]

The draconian publication ban imposed by Associate Chief
Justice Anne Mackenzie (March 2010) on most B.C. Rall
Scandal pre-trial processes and all present trial processes
without the presence of the jury is, in my opinion, scandal-
ous. It joins an increasing move, under the Stephen Harper
government, to strip freedoms from Canadians and to teach
them that a‘ police state’ is the best guardian of democracy.

Mainstream Press and Media people will doubtless say the
banisnormal, ordinary, pro forma, nothing to be alarmed
about. But the Mainstream Press and Media people arelos-
ing their credibility so fast we may almost assume that
whatever they support hasto be resisted by the general
population. One member of the committee that denied me
court accreditation as journalist was employed by CTV. A
report, now, on the internet, alleges (with apparent visua
proof) that CTV used Vancouver Olympic footage, offering
it as part of the mayhem scenes at Toronto’ s G20 demon-
drations - to make the G20 mayhem look worse.

If that istrue, it says everything about the present danger of
our Maingtream Press and Media. The corporate press
backs what isincreasingly claimed to have been violent,
planned disruption of peaceful G20 demonstrators by police
engaging what appearsto be the tacit approval of, if not
pre-planning with, the Ontario and Ottawa governments.
All that violence was undertaken, it seems (a) to mask the
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folly of the G20 meetings (b) to ‘practice’ violent suppres-
sion of the public voice, and (c) to indoctrinate the popul a
tion with the idea that violent, destructive police actionis
“reasonable behaviour” in Canada.

Mogt information about police and government dirty tricks at
the G20 camefirst and most determinedly from the dternate
press and from reports on internet Sites. The MSPM has—even
s0—continudly repegted the propaganda that trouble was
caused by wholly non-police-connected Anarchist groups.
Theactivity of the Mainstream Pressand Media for
several year s has been, also, to downplay the signifi-
cance of the BC Rail Scandal —the corrupt transfer of BC
Rail from public hands to the massive private corporation
now headquartered (in fact) in Texas—the CNR.

TheBag, Virk, and Bas crimind trial for breach of trust,
fraud, and money laundering is not an ordinary criminal
trid. One hasto battle the Mainstream Press and Mediato
make that point —to climb over their calculated (?) culture
of complacency (shared, | believe, by the top judges of the
B.C. Supreme Court). Thetria before Associate Chief
Justice Anne MacKenzieisonein which ALL British Co-
lumbians are directly concerned and affected. ALL British
Columbians had their railway, their publicly-owned asset
taken from them by — | allege— crimina activity engaged
in a the highest levels of government. (I have formally
asked RCMP Deputy Commissioner Gary Bassto =
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BC RAIL SCANDAL: Mathews, continued

conduct appropriate investigation. He refuses.) All the peo-
pleof B.C. arelosersfinanciadly. They arelosers of one of
the guarantees of fair, sober, responsible conduct of govern-
ment in the province: a publicly-owned asset, fairly operated,
whose accrued profit helped provide fair sandards of hedlth,
education, and other public servicesin the province (includ-
ing transportation). The people of British Columbiahave a
right to dl information possible on the matter.

Information is denied them by the draconian publication
ban imposed by Associate Chief Justice Anne MacKenzie
... with the unprotesting, docile support of the Mainstream
Press and Media (representatives of which now “work for”
the Court to screen undesirables from receiving accredita
tion as court journalists.)

The Mainstream Press and the Governor-
General-in-Waiting, David Johnston

One has to battle the MSPM [Mainstream Press and Medial
to get aimost any truth squarely before the public. Asif
writing a satire or a piece of straight-faced ridicule, Globe
and Mail writer Bill Curry , (front page, July 12) , for in-
stance, reported on the search made by Stephen Harper to
find a highly-qualified, ‘non-partisan’ (?) Governor Gen-
erd to succeed Ms. M. Jean. Curry’ sreport argues that the
search was scrupulous and non-palitical.

AsRick Sautin pointed out afew days earlier in hiscolumn,
David Johnston, Governor-Generd-in-waiting, is a Stephen
Harper hack. He cogently doctored the termsfor the Inquiry
into the Mulroney/Karl Heinz Schreiber relation for Stephen
Harper so that nothing of significance could result. It was not
an Inquiry, but aHarper specialty —an “Unquiry.”

Bill Curry paradesalist of Governor Genera “ search”
committee members before our eyes, as away of showing
their scrupulous independence. Curry, however, failsto en-
ter their political allegiances. That isavery dight oversight
which would reveal they are all —or amost all —“conserva-
tives” and/or Stephen Harper flacks. If that were not true,
how did David Johnston get on the list? How did a scrupu-
loudy independent committee somehow put on the short
list aman who acted to achieve Stephen Harper’ sendsin
the Mulroney/Karl Heinz Schreiber affair? And who was
spotted at the time as doing so. The Curry article isbrazen
inits propaganda— to disguise a politically laden piece of
deight-of-hand.

But that iswhat we have come to expect from the large
corporate news “ producers’ — brazen propaganda on beha f
of anti-democratic corporations and governmentsin the
country. Often the propaganda comes as close to the pur-
veying of falseinformation asit is possible to do. Bill
Curry, | would say, reports as scrupulously non-partisan
what most would see as apiece of carefully manipulated
political chicanery. Wouldn’t Mr. Curry be said, by reason-
able people, to be purveying false information?
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[Allegation: when his daughter was employed by the fed-
eral Department of Justice and David Johnston was a
Board member of CGI corporation, CGI received huge De-
partment of Justice contract work, and David Johnston has
received rich compensation from CGI.]

Those wanting to know more about David Johnston’s
unsuitability as Governor General should ask for in-
formation from < kmer8@hotmail.com >.

On the BC Rail Trial Publication Ban

On the matter of the publication ban imposed by Associate
Chief Justice Anne MacKenzie, the blockage could be eas-
ily rectified. When | sought to abide by the publication ban
AND to give the public some information about the cause
of interminable delaysin thetrid, | was threatened by Ms.
Jill Leacock who [obvioudy on behalf of Madam Justice
Anne MacKenzi€] assured me | would be "in contempt of
court”, and | would “leave [myself] open to prosecution” if
| continued to write as| did in that column. [June 30, 2010]

Readers may remember that Associate Chief Justice Anne
MacKenziefirst imposed a ban that forbade any publica-
tion whatever on pre-tria or trial matters. Since criminal
tridsin our system are claimed to be conducted in “open
court” that imposition would have been challenged even,
probably, by the MSPM. Justice MacKenzie altered the ban
afew dayslater —signifying the four levels upon which the
ban would apply. When | worked with the four levels and
found | could provide someinformation to Canadians not
in the courtroom, | received the threatening e-mail from
Ms. Leacock (quoted above).

| insist that Canadians have aright to agood deal morein-
formation than Associate Chief Justice Anne MacKenzieis
making available to them. She could very easily set out the
basis of the delays and wrangles (without jury) in the court-
room. She could call in the jury, read the explanation to
them, explain what causes delay, instruct them not to see
those matters in terms of bias or prejudice on anyone' s part
—and to weigh the evidence that is placed before them.

Totell the jury the bases of delay would beto tell the pub-
lic. And, | indist, the public has aright to know the bases.

A judgeis not without freedom to move on such matters.
And sincethe Bag, Virk, and Bas trid is of profound
interest to dl British Columbians, | insist that Associate
Chief Justice Anne MacK enzie has an obligation to provide
more information to the public than sheis doing. She
places hersalf in an unnecessarily ambiguous position when
she blocks information.

She does so because, overdl, dmost all information that is
denied the public may be said to shield Gordon Campbell
and his associates from exposure in the corrupt transfer of
BC Rail to CNR. Thejury, | believe, would not haveitsin-
tegrity imperilled in any way by afull and fair presentation
of the cause of delay by the presiding judge. =
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Theinsstence of Associate Chief Justice MacKenzie that
the publication ban be rigidly observed seems, aso, to be
highly inconsistent. In her message to me Ms. Leacock is
firm that “the integrity of the jury and trial process’ must
be in no way imperilled. With deepest respect, any British
Columbian could ask Justice MacKenzie if her refusal to
tell the jury that the Special (Crown) Prosecutor was ap-
pointed in violation of the legidation covering such ap-
pointments imperils “the integrity of thejury and trial proc-
ess’? Doesn’t his presencein the courtroom —when the
jury doesn’t know he waswrongfully appointed —‘im-
peril’ thetrial process? | cannot but think that it does.

Associate Chief Justice Anne MacKenzie has dl theinfor-
mation on the wrongful appointment. She refuses to discuss

it publicly or to act upon the information. But it is not
something that is covered by the publication ban, and so it
cannot be hidden from the public’ sview. And it Sits a the
centre of thetrial, calling into question all actions of the
Special (Crown) Prosecution team.

If you wish to be counted on this matter you may write a
|etter to: Associate Chief Justice Anne MacKenzie, The
Law Courts, 800 Smithe Street, Vancouver, B.C., V6Z 2EL1.
Or you may e-mail: “Attention Associate Chief Justice Anne
MacKenzie” at jill.leacock@courts.gov.bc.ca [...]

And if you wish to do so, send a copy to
bcmaryl4@rogers.com

Continue reading at: http://tinyurl.com/BCmaryBVB &

New study: 85% of Big Pharma's new drugs are "lemons"

and pose health risks to users
August 18, 2010 by: S. L. Baker (features writer,
NaturalNews) For years, natural health proponents have
been sounding the alarm about the dangers of new drugs
being pushed on consumers. But is that a one-sided, in-
accurate view? Not at all. In fact, new research now
shows the problems with Big Pharma's hugely hyped
medications are far worse than most people have even
dreamed. Independent reviewers found that about 85
percent of new drugs offer few if any new benefits -- but
they carry therisk of causing serious harm to users.

According to Donald Light, Ph.D., a professor of compara-
tive health palicy at the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey who authored the study, the pharma:
ceutical industry isa"market for lemons’ and Big Pharma
spends afortune to sdll those lemons to the public.

" Sometimes drug companies hide or downplay information
about serious side effects of new drugs and overstate the
drugs benefits," Dr. Light, who presented hisfindings on
August 17 in Atlanta at the 105th Annual Meeting of the
American Sociological Association, said in a press state-
ment. "Then, they spend two to three times more on mar-
keting than on research to persuade doctors to prescribe
these new drugs. Doctors may get misleading information
and then misinform patients about the risks of a new
drug. It'sreally atwo-tier market for lemons.”

Dr. Light's paper, Pharmaceuticals: A Two-Tier Market for
Producing 'Lemons and Serious Harm, isan ingtitutional
anaysis of the pharmaceutical industry and how it works.
He based his conclusions on awide range of datafromin-
dependent sources and studies, including the Canadian Pat-
ented Medicine Prices Review Board, the Food and Drug
Administration, and Prescrire Internationa (a French lan-
guage journa which publishes extensive research on phar-
macology, toxicology and pharmaceutics ). Much of re-
search for the study was conducted for a forthcoming book
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Dr. Light edited, The Risk of Prescription Drugs, whichis
dated for publication thisfal by Columbia University
Press. [..]

AsMike Adams recently reported in NaturalNews, statin
drugs are a prime example of the Big Pharma push to mar-
ket drugs as safe and effective while glossing over the fact
they often harm far more people than they help -- in the
case of statins, causing everything from liver damage, acute
kidney failure, and extreme muscle weakness to cataracts
(www.naturalnews.com/028988) CONTINUE READING ONLINE:
www.naturalnews.com/029506 _Big_Pharma_lemons.html

Montreal based CDSM Program
Chronic Disease Self-Management Program
Jessica Vitulano, Montreal QC

We are a Chronic Disease Self-Management program that
runs workshops 4 x/year and we have another session com-
ing up in September.

McGill University Health Centre' s chronic disease sdlf-
management program “My Tool Box: The Building Blocks
to Sdf-Care’ resumes in September 2010. These fun, prac-
tical, and interactive workshops developed by the Univer-
sity of Stanford help individuals (and caregivers) manage
the day-to-day challenges of living with chronic hedlth
conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, multiple sclero-
sis, chronic pain, cancer, asthmaand arthritis. Workshops
arefree of charge and are held in multiple locations includ-
ing downtown Montreal, DDO, and Pointe Claire. These six
week, 2.5 hour workshops are offered at varioustimesin-
cluding morning, afternoon, evening, and week-ends. To
register visit www.mytoolbox.mcgill.ca (contacts below).
Warm Regards, Jessica Vitulano, B.A., TRS

Coordinator for My Tool Box, A Chronic Disease Self-
Management Program, McGill University Health Centre, McGill
University, 2155 rue Guy, Bureau 1230.6, Montreal QC H3H
2R9 Tel.: 514-934-1934, local 71585/ Fax: 514-934-4413
Web: http://mytoolbox.mcqill.ca/ &
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“Your Health Matters”

HEALTH CARE IN THE U.S.
Derrick Lonsdale, M.D., Strongsville OH

= Thefirst sign of health carereformin the
U.S. probably surprised some Canadians.
The new bill isso ponderousthat itis
doubtful that it has been completely read
by those that brought it into law. Most of
us have no ideawhat thiswill ultimately
become or how it will affect the overall
health of the Nation. The trouble isthat it
isnot hedth care at al. That isamisnomer, for it is disease
carethat rulesthe day. If the Y ellow Pages are consulted
for preventive medicine, it generally means routine medical
examinations, periodic colonoscopy, laboratory teststo as-
certain the state of blood cholesterol, mammograms and
chest X-rays. Thisisal performed in people that declare
themselvesto befit. Allergy, for example, ismore or less
ignored as a common minor symptom that is supposedly
eadly treated with the latest medication or desensitization
that would come into the hands of an allergi<t.

I work in an office named Preventive Medicine Group, ati-
tle that indicates an entirely different approach to preven-
tion. It is based on spotting the early signs of health deterio-
ration and teaching (doctor was aword derived from the
Latin doceo, | teach) the patient how diet and lifestyle &f-
fect it. | must describe an extremely common experience. |
have often been consulted by people that want to know if
they are at risk for a specific disease that is not generally
considered to have any obvious genetic background. For
example, agentleman relates that hisfather died from a
heart attack at the age of 55 and he wishesto know if heis
a risk. Every new patient that | see makes an appointment
by phone and a questionnaire is automatically sent. The pa
tient isrequested tofill it in and bring it for the time of the
consultation. A parent fillsit in for a child, however young.

Thisiswhat almost invariably happens. Without initially
looking at the questionnaire, | ask the patient the simple
question, “what can | do for you”? If he repliesthat he just
wantsto know if heis at risk, asin the example above, |
ask whether he has any symptoms and the response is often
that he considers himsalf to be completely fit and well. |
then turn to the questionnaire and am not particularly sur-
prised to find that it isfilled with answers that indicate
symptoms that he has simply taken for granted. “ After all,
doesn’'t everyone have an alergy to something or other”?
Infact, it is so common that alergy is often considered to
be within the normal limits of health. Another symptom re-
quested is “do you ever become alittle dizzy or light
headed when you stand up, asrising from of achair’?Itis
never asurprise for meto seethis answered positively.

What | think may happen is that such an individua tellsa
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friend that he becomes light headed when standing, as aris-
ing from a chair. Perhaps he mentionsthat he isin the mid-
die of his“alergy season”. Hisfriend repliesthat he also
experiences both of these complaints and they are then ac-
cepted by them as within normal limits, since they appear
to be quite common. Because of this, some symptoms are
not volunteered in the usua and customary physician con-
sultation. They have to be extracted by specific questions
by the physician who must, of course, be aware of the sig-
nificance of these symptomsin the overall assessment of
the patient’ s health. The point that | wish to makeisthat so
many common symptoms are considered by patients to be
trivial and are not even mentioned. Each symptom islike
an “alarm bel” ringing in acomplex system, notifying the
brain that there is some kind of problem in the brain/body
organization. The primary symptom in many casesisthe
only oneto be considered and treated.

Consider atypical situation. A patient enters the consulting
room and the physician asks the reason for the consultation.
Perhaps, for example, the magjor complaint islong term
chronic fatigue but the fact that he becomes light headed or
dizzy when standing up is not even mentioned and is never
asked. Examination and |laboratory results are normal and
the patient receives a medication. Next week the patient re-
turns saying that fatigue hasimproved but he is unable to
deep, for which he receives another prescription. If the ap-
propriate questions had been asked in the first consultation,
other symptoms would have been divulged that would have
shown the true nature of the problem and neither of the pre-
scriptions would have been necessary. Continuing with this
example, by reviewing the questionnaire that includes the
nature of food, beverages and snacks, perhapsit reveals
that the patient is so fatigued in the morning that heis un-
able to get to work without two or three cups of coffee, one
of which is carried with him as he departsin the car. When
he has tried to decrease his coffee ingestion he has severe
headaches. The ultimate advice given to the patient should
involvetdling him that it isredly coffee that isthe cause,
not the solution. Of courseit stretches credibility, for the
patient has found that fatigue improves after coffee and has
concluded that “1 need coffee and it isgood for me’.

| once saw amiddle aged woman with the complaint of
headaches and fatigue. On direct questioning through the
guestionnaire she revealed that she was taking two cups of
coffeeaday. | told her to “cold turkey” the coffee. Natu-
rally, she thought that was absurd, for her husband took
five or six cups of coffee aday and he was as “fit as afid-
die’. | responded that if she did not try my advice she =
would never know whether it was correct or not. | saw her
amonth later and she told me that she had indeed stopped
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her two cups aday. She had experienced a headache that
was so severe that she had remained in bed for two days. It
then cleared and her overall health improved dramatically.

To give someredlity to this, she wasin fact suffering a
withdrawal symptom, the same kind of symptom complex
noted from any addictive drug. The severity of the addic-
tion and the amount of drug necessary to induce it varies
from person to person. The two cups aday for thiswoman
was enough for the sengitivity of her biology, athoughitis
not at all surprising that the advice might well be ignored
and considered to be “ajoke’. On the ather hand, it is
equally surprising for many peopleto find how difficult it
is to discontinue something that has, for centuries, been vir-
tualy anicon of socid activity. | like to think of the Peru-
vian Indianswho live a high dtitude in the Andes. Their
ability to survive at this altitude isimproved by chewing
coca leaves, the active principle being cocaine. Apparently
they do not become addicted, or if they do they suffer no
harm. We al know that extracting this active principle cre-
atesahighly addictive drug that is dangerous. Coffee seems
to fal into the same category as indeed does even sugar.

The point of discussing this very simple solution to a dev-
astatingly common problemis that we all have the same
biologic equipment, but the variability within that equip-
ment isinfinite. We dl are the same and different at the
sametime. What is " good for the goose is hot hecessarily
good for the gander.” Another, perhaps stronger proverb
that coversthe sameideais*” one man’s mest is another
man'’s poison”. Every person that | have seen through my
entire medical career is unique and that appliesto everyone
who hasto deal with other people, something to be aware
of for al of us.

Wheat isreally needed isareform in the practice of medi-
cine. Because of the fear of medico-legal action, physicians
practice defensively. Instead of listening to the patient, a
time factor in today’ s business activities, he turnsto tech-
nology, the “magic reveder of al disease”. The price that
we al pay is enormous and tort reform is yet another factor
that comesinto the equation. Therisein cost of medicd care
threatens national bankruptcy in the U.S. and | have yet to
see any comment on the realistic and potent method of pre-
vention by the amazingly simple concept of coming to grips
with dietary mayhem. Thisis particularly truein our child
and adolescent population where the seeds of disease de-

struction are being sown. The “harvest” of diseaseis stead-
ily increasing and we seem to be powerlessto stop it, just
as we seem to be powerless to stop our contribution to global
warming. Should anyone be further interested, in the Au-
gust-September issue of Dialoguein 2007 | wrote an article
entitled “ A Proposed Revision of the Medical Model. The
Cathedral Roof”. It might make more sense out of this one!
—Derrick Lonsdale, M.D.

Everything is connected to everything else.
Derrick Lonsdale is a Fellow of the American College of Nutri-
tion and a Certified Nutrition Specialist. www.prevmed.com &

LIFE AND DEATH

The spark of life is but to know the breath
Of God, or can it be defined as such?

And, born to die, we know the end is death.
So death is part of life we cannot touch.

And who can tell the journey of the soul

Or whence it came or where the spirit moves?
The finite mind conceives eternal role

Beyond the pale, in bright Elysian Groves.

But may we hope to gain reward in vain,

The spark extinct, the battle never closed?

Or love and beauty, sound and sight ingrain

Our minds with peace to face the questions posed?

The wisdom of the ages unreceived,
Ignored, we start again to write the script
As though it all were new and unperceived
By man before—unprecedented gift!

While space and time bend back to start anew,
Our little lives are sparked aglow, and gone.
Ephemeral, we go like morning dew

Is driven from the earth before the sun

And thus, in love be born, so should we die
And gently close the book without regret.
The sun, the stars, the earth, eternity

Go on towards horizons not yet set.

Derrick Lonsdales

Notes from NaturalNews.com

¢ Enjoying a bowl of Froot L oopstoday? (I hopenat...)
New findings reved that the chemical found contaminat-
ing boxes of Kellogg ceredsis apetroleum chemical
called 2-methylnaphthalene: Read online:
http://tinyurl.com/NNfroot

¢ New research now links HFCS (high fructose corn
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syrup) to liver damage and obesity. Read online:
http://tinyurl.com/NNhfcsliver

o Here'ssomefascinating news: A drug used to treat
osteoporosisis now linked to an increase in hip fractures:

Read online: http://tinyurl.com/NNfosamax rX
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Laughter § ‘Lightenment

From Don Parker/Jean Layman ...

Love those Church Ladies.......

They're Back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! Thank
heavens for church ladies with typewriters. These sentences
(with all the BLOOPERS) actually appeared in church bulle-
tins or were announced in church services:

1. Don'tlet worry kill you off - let the Church help.

2. Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on Octo-
ber 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that began in
their school days.

3. At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will
be 'What IsHell? Come early and listen to our choir
practice.

4. Please place your donation in the envelope aong with
the deceased person you want remembered.

5. Thechurchwill host an evening of fine dining, super
entertainment and gracious hostility.

6. Theladiesof the Church have cast off clothing of
every kind. They may be seen in the basement on
Friday afternoon.

7. LadiesBible Study will be held Thursday morning at
10 AM. All ladies areinvited to lunch in the Fellowship
Hall after theB. S. Isdone.

8. The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new
campaign slogan last Sunday: ‘1 Upped My Pledge -
Up Yours.’ &

From John McCullough
Puns for educated minds
1. Thefattest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir
Cumference. He acquired his size from too much pi.
2.1 thought | saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan idand, but it
turned out to be an optica Aleutian.
3. She was only awhiskey maker, but he loved her still.
4. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class,
because it was aweapon of math disruption.
5.No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be
stationery.
6. Two silk worms had arace. They ended up in atie.
7. Timeflieslike an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana
8.Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One
hat said to the other: Y ou stay here; I'll go on ahead.’
9. | wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then
it hit me.
10. A sgnonthelawn at adrug rehab center said: 'Keep
off the Grass.'
11. Inademocracy it's your vote that counts. In feudalism
it'syour count that votes.
12. Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused Novo-
cain during aroot cand? His god: transcend dental
medication.
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13. There was the person who sent ten punsto friends,
with the hope that at |east one of the punswould make
them laugh. No punin ten did. &

From: S. McDowall

How to install a home security

system

1. Go to asecondhand store and buy a pair of men's used
size 14-16 work boots.

2. Place them on your front porch, along with a copy of
Guns & Ammo Magazine.

3. Put afew giant dog dishes next to the boots and
magazines.

4. Leave anote on your door that reads:

"Bubba, Bertha, Duke, Sim & | went for more

ammo and beer. Be back in an hour. Don't mess

with the pit bulls; they attacked the mailman this

morning and messed him up bad. | don't think Killer

took part, but it was hard to tell fromall the blood.

Anyway, | locked all four of 'emin the house. Better

wait outside. Be right back. ~ Cooter «

From Faye Sullivan-Stafford

Marriage

If you want someone who will eat whatever you put in
front of him and never say it's not quite as good as his
mother's ...then adopt a dog.

If you want someone always willing to go out, a any hour,
for aslong and wherever you want ...then adopt a dog.

If you want someone who will never touch the remote,
doesn't care about football, and can sit next to you asyou
watch romantic movies ...then adopt a dog.

If you want someone who is content to get on your bed
just to warm your feet and whom you can push off if he
snores ...then adopt a dog!

If you want someone who never criticizes what you do,
doesn't careif you are pretty or ugly, fat or thin, young
or old, who acts asif every word you say is especialy
worthy of listening to, and loves you unconditionally,
perpetualy ...then adopt a dog!

BUT, on the other hand, if you want someone who will
never come when you call, ignores you totally when you
come home, leaves hair al over the place, walks all over
you, runs around all night and only comes home to eat
and sleep, and acts as if your entire existence is solely to
ensure his happiness ...then adopt a cat!

Now be honest, you thought | was gonna say... marry
aman, didn't you? &

“You don’t stop laughing because you grow old,
you grow old because you stop laughing!!” &
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